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|. Monday's temperatures warmed 
well above zero, but many 
| persons in the Vigo County area 
Btill were in the process of thawing 
gut from the weekend's sub-zero 
weather. 
|. Crews were working overtime for 
the Terre Haute Gas Corp., 
American Cablevision and Cable 
Brazil Inc. In addition, towing, 
heating and plumbing businesses 
were still playing catch-up Monday 
to help car- and homeowners re- 
cover from the cold. 
| we had an awful lot of outages 
and customer problems due to the 
weather," said Jim Byrer, general 
manager of American Cablevision. 
. He estimated it had about 300 
ustomers call over the weekend 
cable service problems. Crews 


dka, 
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worked all night Saturday, all day 

| Sunday and were still working 

Monday, he said. - 

|, Accordi to Byrer, the cables 
are meta! and contract when it gets 

cold, causing the cables to pull out 

_ of their fittings. The result is that 
able service goes out. 

_ “We were expecting the worst 
| Saturday night, and we got it,” he 
_ said. But he believes the worst is 
. over, and customers will soon have 
„their service restored. 


Adding insult to ... : Just as things began thawing, more snow began falling. 


Cable Brazil experienced similar . The company did make several 


problems, but to a lesser. d 
according to June Quick, office 


manager. She said it had about 15. 


calls for interrupted service. 
Terre Haute 
large day" in terms of fuel con- 
sumption, said Bud Cottrell, 
engineer. He said 88 million cubic 
feet of natural gas was Sold, but did 
not know if any record was set. 


as had a "fairly 


service calls, with some scattered 
areas experiencing low pressure, 
said Ed Cox, vice president. 

When temperatures drop to 
minus 21 degrees, "It does tax your 
system,” Cox said. On Sunday, it 
had six crews working in Terte 
Haute, one in Brazil and one in 

inton. 

At General Telephone, there was 


a slight increase in phone-related 
Bel over the weekend, but 
they could not be directly at- 
tributed to the cold, said Peggy 
Anderson, service manager. The 
problems included no dial tone or 
a slow dial tone. . 

No major electric power outages 
occurred Sunday, said Gordon 
Ayer, Public Service Indiana 


services supervisor. On Sunday, 
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demand rose to 3,580 megawatts, 
not quite surpassing the record of 
3,711 megawatts set Jan. 19, 1984. 

Heating and plumbing busi- 
nesses were kept busy, as furnaces 
gave way to cold weather and pipes 
fro 


ze. 

Jeff Paitson of Paitson Bros. 
Heating and Air Conditioning, 
1200 Wabash Ave., said his com- 
pany had several calls over the 
ema berti The two major problems 
occur when fuel oil freezes for those 
with outdoor tanks, and when gas 
pressure drops and pilot lights go 
out. 

Regular maintenance can pre- 
vent such problems, Paitson said. 

Supreme Heating and Air Condi- 
tioning Co. Inc., 1425 Margaret 
Ave., received about 40 calls over 
the weekend, said Mel Sautter, 
service manager. One person 
worked all day and night Saturday, 
and three worked all day Sunday. 

“There were a lot of people with 
cold homes," Sautter said. 

A-1-A Plumbing took at least 
eight calls Monday from residents 


with frozen pipes, said Violet Lowe. 

“We. are co au 7 id lack 
T er, manager at € mbing 
& Heating Inc., 2350 Wabash Ave. 


He said workers “will probably 
work all night." He estimated his 
company received at least 25 to 30 
calls for frozen pipes and similar 
plumbing problems, and as many 
as bO to 60 calls for heating and 
furnace problems. 

To prevent pipes from freezing, 
he recommended insulating piping 
and walls and also to plug holes in 
a home's foundation with rags to 
keep out the cold. 

Higher temperatures did make it 
somewhat easier for cars and 
trucks to start, but towing services 
, still had their hands full. 

Bayles Marathon, 3000 Dixie 
Bee Road, received approximately 
200 requests for towing vehicles, a 


spokesperson said Monday. 
Workers jumped several cars, “but 
it wasn't getting the job done. Cars 
just keep freezing and they needed 
to be towed in to thaw," the 
Bpokesperson said. 

"We're swamped,” said Mrs. Gail 
Hopper of Å. Wayne Rader 
eee Service, 2814 S. Seventh 


“It’s been a busy, busy day,” said 
an employee at Mace Service, 629 

hio St. The business received 
about 150 calls Sunday and Mon- 
day for towing and jumping 
services. "We are backed up so 
much, we don't know if we'll catch 
up [today]," the employee said. 


Winter's 


> TsjJAN26 195 — 


By Charles J. Maloof 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Winters wrath returned to In- 
diana on Friday, and Wabash 
Valley residents were confronted 
with blowing and drifting snow and 
wind chills up to minus 45 degrees. 

Winds were expected to diminish 
today with clearing conditions and 
high temperatures in the teens. 
Sunday should be even warmer as 
highs climb into the 20s, although 
another cold front may infiltrate 
Indiana. 

A blizzard warning for the 
northern third of the state caused 
deteriorating conditions for 
motorists Friday. Valley drivers 
were under a traveler's advisory, 
but vehicles experienced few 
problems as main roads were open 
and passable. Residential streets 
were slick and some secondary 
roads were closed by snow rd 

Northwest winds gusting u 
42 miles an hour, NM T 
temperatures and some snowfall 
throughout the day were obstacles 


Brown white stuff 
invades Valley area 


“It’s mainly just dirt that's blown 
up into the lower atmosphere and 
attached to the snow that falls," 
explained Bill Gustin, Indiana 
State University Climatic Station 
director, about the snow's brownish 
discoloration that appeared Friday. 

Surface winds up to 60 miles per 
hour swept through the upper 
Midwest into the  snowstorm, 
bringing topsoil from states west of 
Indiana, Gustin said. Some 
possibly came from as far away as 
Arkansas and Iowa. 

“Moisture has to condense 
around something, : so each droplet 
has a particle in it," he said. "High 
winds blow hard enough to loosen 
the topsoil and snow can pick up 
particles like dirt very easy. It 
tends to clean the pollutants from 
the air." 


from another arctic blast. 
*We're working to keep the roads 
open and will work around the 
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wrath relentless. 


clock until the weather situation is 
cleared up," assistant city street 
commissioner Bob LovVron said 
Friday evening. Drifts of 6 to 8 
inches kept crews busy at several 
intersections in the city. 

No Vigo County roads were 
closed, a Sheriffs Department 
spokesman said, and Indiana State 


Police said main roadways were all | 


open in the district, although 
Interstate 70 had some slick spots. 

In Vermillion County, Indiana 63 
was closed north of Interstate 74. 
County road crews were expected 
to be working early today, despite 
some equipment problems. 

In Clay County, some secondary 
roads drifted shut and U.S. 40 was 
snow-covered, slick and hazardous, 
K3 Sheriffs Department reported. 

. state Hi ighyay Department 
ICH riven by James 
Montgomery, 21, Route 21, Terre 
Haute, was forced off the road at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Sgt. Mike Ferry 
said. Montgomery was taken to 
Union Hospital where he was 
treated for a head injury and 
released. 
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Wind-whipped snow keeps 


. _ Tuesday's blizzard-like condi- 
tions kept most Wabash Valley 
residents at home, delayed de- 
liveries to grocery stores and 
made road-clearing a nightmare. 

~ Supermarkets at Linton and 
S reported business as 
being "very slow" and deliveries 

. running hours behind schedule. 

A Linton discount-store 
manager said most employees 

. were snowbound and unable to 

report to work. 

lowing operations at Linton 
came to a standstill as one of the 
city's two snowplows broke down 
and the second vehicle ran off the 
roadway into a ditch. Crews 
retrieved the stranded plow Tues- 
day afternoon and resumed the 
task of clearing roadways. 


_ Provisions were made at Lin- 
ton, as well as across the state, to 
open National Guard facilities 
for emergency shelter if re- 
quested by city or county officials. 

ifting snow caused police 
officials to close Indiana 246 
between Lewis and Clay City. 
Portions of Indiana 159 south of 
Lewis were closed as a result of 
blowing and drifting snow. 

A spokesperson at Greene 
County General Hospital said the 
hospital treated one person for a 
minor injury after falling on the 
ice. 

. Law-enforcement officers in 
Greene vd å wolk sd 11 
property-damage accidents. 

At Rockville, gusting winds 
made it next to impossible for 


ATE 


crews to clear snow-covered 
streets. "This wind has Hot to stop 
before our efforts will do any 
good," one of the street-cleaning 
crew members said, 

In Parke County, Sheriffs 
Matron Darla Eslinger said roads 
were hazardous and many had 
drifted closed. "We've had 
highway trucks off the roads and 
stranded. State roads are mostly 
open to one lane.” 

Eslinger said residents were 
advised not to drive unless it was 
an emergency. 

Sullivan, Clerk-Treasurer 
Katy Garrett said Tuesday's City 
Council meeting was cancelled 
because the mayor planned to 
work with street department 
personnel to keep the streets 
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many home 


passable. Also, today's Southwest 
School Corp. board meeting has 
been rescheduled for 7:30 p.m. 
Monday in Central Elementary 
cafeteria. 


A Sullivan County Sheriffs 
Department dispatcher said no 
serious accidents had been re- 
ported, but the department re- 
ceived calls all day Tuesday for 
assistance in rescuing travelers 
stuck in snowdrifts on county 
roads. 

At Paris, Ill., most county roads 
were drifted closed. 

Paris District 95 and District 4 
schools will remain closed today. 

Police agencies investigated 
four fender-bender type acci- 
dents. 


‘Sunday's slushfest « 
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By Sue Loughtin 1128 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Sunday’s seas of slush are likely 
to turn to mounds of white today as 
possibly heavy snowfall is forecast 
to be dumped on already winter- 
weary Wabash Valley residents, 
forecasters say. 

A winter storm watch is in effect 
today as predictions from the 
National Weather Service call for 
snow with additional accumulation 
likely. Snow could be mixed with 
rain or sleet in the morning, with 
temperatures remaining in the 
lower 30s. 

Tonight, the weather is predicted 
to become windy and colder with 
blowing and drifting snow. Lows 
will be in the upper teens to lower 
20s, and the chance of snow is 90 
percent, according to one report. 

Terre Haute was spared the 
snow which was dumped on some 

rtions of Indiana on Sunday, b 
it was still subjected to various 
| forms of. precipitation, including 


snow, sleet and rain. 

Late Sunday, major roads and 
highways were wet but clear, 
according to state police. Secondary 
roads in Vigo County were 
described as slick and hazardous. 

Bob LovVron, assistant street 
commissioner, said during the 
darkness hours of Sunday night 
and this morning, he intended to 
keep one crew on duty to work on 
side streets. If any major weather 
problems hit, the crews will go back 
to clearing snow routes, he said. 

Terre Haute Street Department 
crews were out beginning at 1 a.m. 
Sunday to clear both snow routes 
and secondary roads. Crews 
plowed, salted and sanded streets, 
said one spokesperson. 

Major roads were wet Sunday, 
with some slick spots due to slush 
buildup, said LovVron. Side roads 
vere very s slick,” he said. 

an Regional Airport, 
sånt flights to Chicago were 
delayed about one hour due to poor 
Zaaijer conditions in the Windy 


Pia State Police and sheriff's 


departments in surrounding coun- 
ties reported that cars were run- 
ning off the road. In some cases, 
wreckers had to come to the rescue. 

The Vigo County Sheriff's De- 
partment reported several fender- 
benders. 

ISP reported at least four proper- 
ty damage accidents earlier in the 
day, possibly related to the 
weather. A dispatcher described 
county roads as snow-covered, slick 
and hazardous. Highways were wet 
with scattered slick spots. 

Problems eased up later in the 
evening when rain egan to fall, 
said Trooper Gary Matherly. He 
reported that as usually happens 
during poor weather, many people 
called b r weather and road in- 
formation. 

The Indiana State Police number 
for road conditions is 478-1555. 

Sunday night, roads in southern 
Indiana were mostly wet, with 
standing water in low-lying areas. 

ndary roads were mostly wet, 
covered partially with slush and 
snow. 
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- canceled, delayed or 


se were the orders of the day 
uest ayas semblances of the 
reat Blizzard of 1978 prevailed 
throughout the Wabash Valley. 
Thousands of residents were 
stranded in their homes after 
gusting winds piled snow in drifts 
as high as 4 feet in rural areas. 

An p least one local death has 
been blamed on that snow. 

An unidentified man in his 70s 
coll d Tuesday afternoon while 
sho E snow on the city's 
northalg ide. He was taken to Union 


Hospital, where a hospital 
spokeswoman confirmed his death. 

Police urged residents to curtail 
travel because main roads were 
snowpacked and down to one lane. 

Thousands of country roads were 
drifted shut. Road workers fought 
a losing battle to keep: them 
plowed. 


^ 4 
Vigo ciat S hoo! W, of- 
ficials said that drifting snow and 
impassable county roads forced the 
closing of schools again today. 
Indiana State University also 

be closed today. 

A decision about reopening 
school Thursday will be made 
tonight, VCSC administrative as- 
sistant Charles Clark said. 

Though day classes will be out at 
ISU, administrative offices will be 
open and night classes will resume. 
The West Central Indiana 
Economic Development District's 
nutrition program and the Meals 
on Wheels pro were forced to 


cancel home deliveries to hundreds 
of senior citizens. The nutrition 
program will not operate today. . 

Soup kitchens at Seelyville and 
Hyte EC enter will be 
closed again ay as they were 
Tuesday. St. Benedict Catholic 


Church's soup kitchen, closed 


Tuesday, will be open today. 
«The soup kitchen at St. Patrick's 
Catholic Church served meals to 22 
people Tuesday, less than one-third 
the number normally served, the 
Rev. Joseph Wade said. Fewer 
people also showed up for free 
meals at the Lighthouse Mission 
and Bethany House Food Kitchen. 
All three places will be open today. 

Boel bus service in Terre 
Haute was scheduled to resume 
today. Only three routes operated 
Tuesday morning — Twelve Points, 
South Seventh Street and East 
Wabash Avenue. Other routes 
operated Tuesday afternoon. 

Crews worked all day Tuesday 
keeping runways clear at Hulman 
Regional Airport, airport director 
Dennis Eiler said. 

Vi Gounty Civil Defense direc- 
tor Gil Leonard said his office was 
“on standby” in the event it was 
needed to help police. He said the 
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office could provide four-wheel 
vehicles for delivery of prescription 
medicine or to transport the sick or 
elderly to doctors' offices. No such 
requests came Tuesday. 

Bus travel was limited to east- 
west routes from Terre Haute, a 
spokesman for Trailway Bus 
System said. All north-south buses 
were canceled, and buses arriving 


‘in Terre Haute from Indianapolis 


were two hours late. 

Cabs were busy, so busy that 
some customers had to wait two 
hours or more Tuesday. 

Drifting caused all county roads 
to be closed in Clay County, which 
proved a problem for mail delivery 


in rural areas. Most Brazil streets ` 


were passable. Also, at the Indiana 
59 Truck Plaza, semi-trailer trucks 
were backed bi 
early in the day until one-lane 
traffic could be cleared on the 
i t paw 
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Vigo ighway employees paid 
$10,000 in overtime to clear snow 


By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


As of Wednesday, overtime pay 
for 65 Vigo County Highway De- 
partment employees clearing an 
estimated 900 miles of roads 
amounted to nearly $10,000. 

Tuesday was a legal holiday for 

county employees and, therefore, 
highway workers earned double- 
time pay for 11-hour shifts. 
— Overtime pay Tuesday totaled 
$6,000, said county Commissioners 
Jim Adams, John Scott and James 
Diehl. 

Highway superintendent Al In- 
glert said Wednesday, "We're doing 
the best we can. We've had to 
backtrack because of the high _ 
winds that caused so much drift- : 
ing. | 


Inglert said highway workers 
will be working overtime until all 
county roadways are passable. 

Inglert said his department has 
been working since Sunday using 
six graders, four front-end loaders, 
tractors with snow blades and 21 
trucks equipped with plows and 
spreaders. 

Crews, according to Inglert, have 
been using a combination of salt, 
sand and cinders at intersections. 

"Most of our efforts have been 
concentrated on just opening the 
roads, rather than attempting to 
salt and sand intersections. : 

“Our efforts Tuesday were in; 
vain because of the wind. By the 
time we had an east-west road 
cleared, the wind had blown 
enough snow to make the roadway 
impassable again. In some places, 
the drifts were so high that we had 


to use front-end loaders to scoop | 
away the snow before a grader 


could make it through." 


Inglert said he has received a 
large number of complaints as well 
as several "thank you" calls from 
county residents. "We try, but of 
course can't please everybody." 

Inglert said the county has 
purchased 400 tons of salt — at 
$32.50 per ton — for the winter 
months. He was unable to estimate 
how many tons of salt, sand and 
cinders have been used. 

One of the problems hampering 
clearing crews, Inglert said, was 
abandoned, vehicles in roadways. 

“All we can do when we find an 
abandoned car or truck is to try 
and locate the.owner and ask them 
to come to the scene. We can't move 
the vehicle unless the owner is 
present," Inglert said. 
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to area residents, schools 


By Charles J. Maloof 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter ! 


Mani OVI IP NI aa DIET TISTO TE 
Although conditions have im- 


proved since winter's latest storm 
descended upon the Wabash 
Valley, the weather's aftermath 
continues to burden residents. 

For the fourth consecutive day, 
Vigo nty schools, both public 
and parochial, are closed. Indiana 
State University will resume 
classes, except for driver's educa- 
tion classes. 

Vigo County School Corp. ad- 
ministrative assistant Charles 
Clark said many county roads 
remain closed because of snow 
drifts. A decision about return to 
classes Friday will be made later 
today, he said. . 

Few weather-related incidents 
were reported Wednesday. 
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Two separate snowmobile acci- 
dents sent persons to the emergen- 
cy room of Union Hospital, a 
spokesperson said. One man was 
-admitted for a back injury after he 
was thrown from the vehicle. Also, 
a woman suffered facial cuts from 
a shattered safety helmet when she 
lost control of her machine. She 
was treated and released. 

On Tuesday, George E. Ed- 
munds, 76, 1919 N. 26th, died at 
Union Hospital after he collapsed 
while shoveling snow. 

No weather injuries or other 
problems were reported at Re- 
gional Hospital, the nursing 
supervisor said. 

ith improving road conditions, 
only four “fender benders” occurred 
on city streets Wednesday, police 
said, a drop from 15 on Monday. 
“People have adjusted to the driv- 
ing conditions," Sgt. Ben Bush, 
shift commander, said. 


iVigo County Publi 


One property-damage accident 
took place' on county, roads, a 
Sheriffs Department spokesman 
said, and Indiana State Police had 
investigated only a few auto mis- 
haps. 

Few minor road accidents oc- 
curred in Sullivan, Clay, Parke, 
Vermillion and Greene counties, 
law-enforcement personnel said. 

Drifting caused all county roads 
in Parke to be closed, and secon- 
dary roads were being cleared in 
most other counties throughout the 
night. i 

There is a 30 to 40 percent 
chance of light snow today, calmer 
southwest winds and temperatures 
in the low 20s, Bill Gustin, director 
of ISU’s climatic station, said. ; 

He forecast that temperatures 
would rise to the mid-30s by the 
weekend, with some light 
precipitation expected Sunday. 
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By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


SEELYVILLE — March 7 could 
be a big day for Bill Malony. 

According to his weather theory, 
that's the day the Kilauea volcano 
in the Hawaiian Islands is 
scheduled to blow its top once 
again. Repercussions from that 
blast could affect Wabash Valley 
weather. 

“It’s been erupting in a 31-day 
cycle for months," explained 
Malony, 63, a retiree who's been 
fascinated by the weather since his 
boyhood days in Valparaiso. "If the 
storm caused by the volcano erup- 
tion goes through the Los Angeles 
area like it's been doing, it'll affect 
our weather here three days after 
that." 

The Malony hypothesis has it 
that elements shot into the at- 
mosphere from volcanoes produce 
Storms; moisture adheres to the 
substances in the form of rain. 

According to records he's kept on 
area weather, volcanic eruptions in 
the mid-Pacific have caused storms 
of varying dimension in the Terre 
Haute area almost seven days 
later. 

This has been the case Dec. 4, 
Jan. 4 and most recently Feb. 4. "If 
the theory holds we'll have some 
type of storm in the Terre Haute 
area on March 14." 

He said it takes four days for the 
storm to reach the West Coast from 
Hawaii and three more days to 
arrive in the Wabash Valley. The 
qualifier is the particular storm 
must track somewhere near the 
Los Angeles area. 

Malony claims each Mount St. 
Helens eruption caused heavy 
rains in the Wabash Valley three 
days later. 

e really became fired up about 
the weather after Mount St. Helens 
blew for the first time on May 18, 
1980. That's when he started 
tracking the weather, clipping the 
daily. weather maps out of The 
Tribune-Star and taping them in- 
dividually to pieces of paper. That 
way he fas room enough to plot 
storm movements from the far 
west. 

"The storms usually travel 616 
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Tracking storms: Bill Malony watches earth's changes L 


miles per day," Malony explained. 
He's called Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology professors on the 
matter, but hasn't gotten much 
agreement from them. This doesn't 
seem to bother Malony; he keeps on 
going with his daily charting. 
He's kept samples of the major 
rainstorms throughout 1984 and so 
far in 1985, saying many of them 
took place here seven days after 
Hawaiian volcanic eruptions. He 
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keeps them in small glass jars. .^ 
He further claims cloud forma- 
tions have been higher in the sky 
since the Mount St. Helens erup- 
tions in 1980-84. "In the 1950s 
pilots flew about 20,000 feet to be: 
above the clouds," he maintains. 
"Now they must fly lots higher." 
Malony is up every day at 5 a.m- 
to wat ch the satellite weather 
reports on cable television. "It's my 
hobby," he said with a smile. 
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| better on northside, 


tour of city snow routes reveals 


By Joe Baker . 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter | 


Assistant street commissioner 
Bob LovVron said Wednesday he 
could not give a reason why some 
northside snow routes were con- 
Biderably freer of snow and ice than 
others elsewhere in town. 

Results of the job performed on 
north- and southside snow routes 
were as different as night and day, 
8 tour of snow routes, between 1:30 
and 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, showed. 

Particular northside snow routes 
that were nearly or totally cleaned 
of snow and ice were ust Street, 
from Third to 25th streets; Eighth 
Avenue, from Third to 25th; and 
Maple Avenue, from Seventh 
Street to at least 13th Street. 

Lafayette Avenue, from Third 
Street to Eighth Avenue, was 
nearly cleaned. But Lafayette was 
about half free of snow and ice 
north of Eighth Avenue, as was 


Fort Harrison Road, from U.S. 41 


to Lafayette. 


routes remained virtually snow- 
packed, hou some intersec- 
tions were relatively clear. A 
buildup*of snow along all those 
Streets indica they had been 
plowed at least once, the check of 
Streets indicated. All of portions of 
Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, 
lith, 13th and 25th streets make 
up the north-south snow routes 
extending into the city's southside. 

East-west snow routes on the 
southside include all or portions of 
Margaret Avenue, Idaho, Hulman, 
Farrington, Poplar and Ohio 
streets. . | 

Asked how some northside 
Streets could be so much cleaner of 
snow and ice than those on the 
southside, LovVron said, "There 
could be various reasons. Tm not 
about to name one." 


4 


The northside area, bounded ; 


roughly by Lafayette Avenue on 
the west, Locust Streeton the 
south, Brown Avenue on the east 
and Maple Avenue on the north, is 

traditional Democratic 


a 
Nyøronghold making up the 7th 


Ward. The biggest single block of 


Bv; contrast, southside snow , Democratie, voters in the city re- 


,Community Affairs File 


sides in the 7th Ward, political 
insiders say. es 

Democratic City Councilman 
George Alsop, whose 4th District is 
made up almost entirely of the 7th 
Ward, won by the biggest margin in 
the 1983 councils six district 
elections. Alsop's vote total of 2,160 
was 190 votes short of the total! for 
Democrat Ray Azar whose 
northside district, geographically, 
is nearly three times as big as 
Alsop's. 

LovVron said, "There's no reason 
why [ice from] one street breaks up 
better than [from] another one." 

He said he is under no instruc- 
tions to treat any snow routes 
differently. 

“I tell my men the same thing: 
Plow the streets and sand the 
intersections," he said. 

Street crews manning seven 
trucks, including four salt 
spreaders, have been working 
around-the-clock clearing streets 
since Monday night and continued 
through Wednesday. 

“I try to treat all the streets the 
same.” LovVron said. 
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By E Bill Gustin. 
ISU Climatic Station 


February is generally thought of 
as the “little” month — the shortest 
month of the year. But February 
1985 probably will be remembered 
as a “big” month — the month of 
the big snow, the month of the big 
flood, and the month of the big 
warm-up. 

It is not unusual for February to 
have a split personality, at least in 
temperature. The first half of the 
month generally belongs to the 
deep freeze of the winter season, 
while the second half more closely 
resembles the coming spring. 

This was certainly the case in 
Feburary 1985. On four out of the 
first eight days of the month the 
BE perature fell below 0 degrees, 
with the lowest temperature 
(minus 9 degrees) being recorded 
Feb. 1. On the other hand, once we 
got beyond the middle of the 
month, the area experienced a 
substantial moderation in 
temperature. The temperature re- 
ached a high of 67 on Feb 23, 
setting a record high temperature 
for the date. This was the only 
temperature record set during 
February 1985. 

Unfortunately for those persons 
who enjoy those warmer 
temperatures, the cold more than 
offset the warmer conditions that 
existed during the month. This was 
highlighted by the fact that the 
average temperature for February 
1985 was 25.6 degrees (6.2 degrees 
below normal), as recorded at the 
ISU Climatology Laboratory. This 
made last month the 13th coldest 
February on record. 

Last month's cold conditions also 
were reflected in the number of 
Heating Degree Days; 1053.5 were 
recorded for the month. The 
normal amount for the month 
would have been 938.9. This means 
that it probably took about 12 
percent more energy than normal 
to heat an average building last 
month. 

February 1985 was by no means 
a dry month either, whether it was 
rain or snow. At the climatology 
lab, 4.73 inches of precipitation 
was recorded for the month — that 
is 2.40 inches above normal. This 
made last month the seventh 
wettest February on record; 3.15 
inches (67 percent) of this total fell 
in a four-day period from Feb. 
21-24. . 

This precipitation, along with 
still frozen ground and 
temperatures that stayed well 
above freezing, contributed to the 
floodwaters that overtook the 
Wabash River late in the month. 
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On the first day of major rise in the 
level of the Wabash, it was re- 
ported that the river rose 10 feet. 
Soon after this, a flood warning 
was issued for the river, from 
Lafayette to New Harmony, to be 
in effect until March 1. This was 
extended later to March 6. 

All in all, the Terre Haute area 
received precipitation on 12 of 
February's 28 days. If the flood had 
not occurred, the major weather 


LL LB Á—————————————————M————————————Á— 


story for the month -would have 
been the snowstorm that in- 
fluenced the weather from Feb. 
10-14. The storm began in the 
morning by dumping 2 inches of 
snow. This changed to freezing rain 
by afternoon and light rain by late 
afternoon. This light rain con- 


tinued into Feb. 11 until 10 a.m., _ 


when it changed back to snow. 
Before the snow tapered off to snow 
flurries, late in the day, almost 8 
inches of snow had accumulated. 

For the next three days (Feb. 
12-14) wind gusts reached or ex- 
ceeded 25 mph, causing blowing 
and drifting snow with near- 
blizzard conditions. 


Gusting winds cut down trees 


Strong winds pushed over this tree in the 
1700 block of North Fourth Street on 
Sunday afternoon. While fallen. trees 
apparently did not take telephone lines 
with them, the heavy rains since Friday 
have resulted in wet telephone cables. 
There were about 125 customers across 
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the city whose telephones were out of 
service due to the wet cables, General 
Telephone spokesman Eriz Meister said 
Sunday. City police said power was out on 
the city's southside for about 50 minutes 
late Sunday afternoon. Customers from 
south of Swan to Hulman streets were 
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affected: Scattered outages west of West 


Terre Haute, near Riley, along Eaton Road 
and Youngstown Meadows and a small 
area near Pimento also were reported. All 
the outages were due to wind and fallen 
trees, said David Johnson, Public Service 
Indiana district engineer. 
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| Weather or not you've liked it, 
| we've had plenty of extremes 


During the last decade, 112 temperature 
records have been set in the community, 62 high 
marks and 50 low readings. The greatest 
number, 19, both hot and cold, have occurred in 
; December. 

"The last 10 years we've had some severe 
extremes, especially winter seasons," said Bill 
Gustin, : Indiana State University Climatic 
Station associate coordinator. "This kind of 
weathér;is symptomatic of a cooling trend." 

There is no single cause for the fluctuation of 
temperatures, but several theories revolving 
around different weather patterns may explain 
the changes, Gustin said. 

The changing jet stream, bands of high- 
velocity winds moving from. west to east, acts 
as a boundary for cold and hot air masses and 
has a great impact on the nation's weather. 
"The jet stream has been more exaggerated in 
its movements the last few years and that has 
allowed cold air to move further south," the ISU 
weatherman said. 
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Another theory is that of EI Nino, a Spanish 
phrase which translated means “little one.” It 
is a flowing current in the South Pacific Ocean 
that affects weather as its fluctuating water 
temperature interfuses with wind patterns, 
Gustin explained. 

“In December 1982, our temperature was 
below freezing [32 degrees Fahrenheit] only 
four times the last two weeks of the month. In 
1983, the temperature fell below zero nine times 
during the same period,” Gustin recalled. 

On Christmas Day 1982, the temperature 
was 63 degrees, while one year later, the 
mercury plunged to minus 11 ‘degrees. 

“Last summer was the driest in Terre Haute 
history. We recorded only about one-third of the 
rain that we normally get,” Gustin said. 

The outlook is unpredictable, Gustin forecast. 
“I expect we will continue the trends in 
extremes, but whether it will be droughts or 
cold winters remains to be seen." 

— Charles J. Maloof 
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High points: 
and low points 


. A month-by-month tabulation of f 
the number of temperature donee CE 
set between 1975-1984: l 


Rec. Rec. 
highs lows,, Total 


January 5 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


Total 
Source: ISU Climatology Laboratory 
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Adrift in Lake Third SOBRE 1985 m disi (WU Tribune-Star/Bob E 


A tow-truck driver snakes a lifeline to the stalled — Friday's afternoon elja caused flash floods, 
car of Greg Sturgeon, Terre Haute, becalmed in on streets and flooded engines. The rescug| 
high water at Third and Crawford streets. effort was successful. 
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Flowers' 
power 


If April showers bring May flowers, then you might’ 
be interested to know the 2.08 inches of rainfall 
recorded here last month makes it the 19th-driest 
April in recorded history. The driest April was in 
1900, when only 0.88 inch rain fell. Less than two 
inches of rain for April has been recorded 18 times 
since 1896. 


Ts MAY 2 195 


My > 


REFERENT" 
DO NOT CIRGULA i 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Community Affairs File 


Ah, April T | MAY 1 2 1985 


WENA dry, who can zati ini, | 


By Bill Gustin 
ISU Climatic Station 


Not too many people across the 
Wabash Valley had reason to 
complain about April's 
temperature and overall climatic 
od tone that occurred in April 


For those who enjoy warm, but 
not overly hot spring weather, 
last month must nave seemed to 
be their reward for enduring the 
past winter season. 

Farmers who wanted their 
fields to dry out so that spring 
planting could begin in earnest, 
were rewarded as well Last 
month, Aprils reputation for 
showery weather did not hold 
true, and it was, overall a 
delightful weather month. 

The average temperature for 
April 1985, as recorded at the 
ISU Climatic Station, was 59.9 
degrees F, 5.9 above normal. This 
made last month the second - 

warmest April on record. Only 
April 1896 recorded a higher 
average temperature, 62.0 
degrees F 

Last month's warm 
temperatures were also reflected 
in the daily highs which rose to 
80 degrees F or warmer on 14 of 
the last 15 days of the month, 

'with high temperature records 
being set on six of those days. 
Four of these records were set on 
four consecutive davs; a high was 
set on the 18th when the 
.temperature rose to 87 degrees F, 


Key to temperature chart 


LONG-TERM DAILY RECORD HIGH 
@ . LONG-TERM DAILY AVERAGE 
LONG-TERM DAILY RECORD LOW 


Å HIGH FOR THE MONTH 
— AVERAGE DAILY FOR THE MONTH 
V — LOW FOR THE MONTH 


on the 19th when it was 87 
degrees F, on the 20th when the 
temperature rose to 86 Sp F 
and on the 21st when 88 egrees 
F was attained. High 
temperature records were also 
set on the 26th and 27th, when 
the mercury rose to 88 degrees F 
and 85 degrees F, respect lively. 
If anything, April 1985 will be 
remembered for the use of air 
conditioners, something we could 
really not like to use and pay for 
so early in the season. 

As April 1985 started off fairly 
cool and ended very warm, last 
month started off fairly dam 
and ended dry. At the ISU 
Climatic Station 2.08 inches of 
precipiation were recorded, 1.86 
inches below normal. This made 
last month the 19th driest April 
om PI and our driest since 


The dryness of the season 
seems to be advantageous for 
farmers in the two-state area, 


. who are said to be farther ahead 


April 1985's precipitation - 
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Although: LO TV 
precipitation fell on eight days 
during April 1985, more than 60 
percent of the month’s precipita- | 
tion fell on one day, April 5 (1.26 
inches). Measurable rainfall fell 
on six of the first 14 days of the: 
month, with a total amount of; 
0.08 inches of plesi pana falling! 
on two days out of the final 17] 
days of the month. This included : 
a nine-day stretch between the 
15th and the 23rd when no 
precipitation was recorded. 

April 1985 was not only; 
noteworthy for its temperatures; 
and lack of precipitation; it was! 
a rather windy month as well. 
Wind gusts reached or exceeded 
25 MPH for sustained periods o 
time on the April 1, 3-8 and 22. 
The stongest wind gust was 


«recored as being 38 mph on April 


6. It seems that the windy 
conditions of March managed to: 
slip into April as well. 
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Spectacular 


stormr 


Lightning triggered burglar 
alarms and scattered power 
outages were reported Tuesday 
evening in Terre Haute as a 
thunderstorm rumbled through 
the Wabash Valley, felling trees 
in Illinois and knocking out 
power south of Brazil. 


Scattered power outages re- 
ve dg from lightning were re- 
ported throughout the city, said 
PSI vice president Gordon Ayer, 
unable to specify precisely where 
those outages occurred. 


He said PSI employees would 
likely be working ele, the 
night to restore power. 

Terre Haute police and Vigo 
County sheriffs deputies re- 
ported a rash of burglar alarms 
Set off by lightning. 

City firefighters responded to a 
small room fire at the Ramada 
Inn, U.S. 41 South, but a hotel 
spokesperson said the fire was 
. extinguished quickly. 

One Fire Department 
spoke spå on said lightning hit 
their radio system, making com- 
munication difficult. |. 


Ages. 
through 


er ua). 
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Ts JUL3 1985. 

Honey Creek volunteer 
firefighters responded to three 
weather-related calls, including a 
downed power line near Eaton 
and Bono roads, power insulators 
on fire at the bottom of Allendale 
Hill and a van on fire at Seventh 
Street and Davis Avenue, Capt. 
Jim Helton said. ( 


A Britt Airways spokesperson 
said one in-coming flight was 
cancelled and two others delayed 
by thunderstorms. 


Meanwhile, reports from the 
Terre Haute metropolitan area 
centered on two weather-related 
calls receiving response from 
West Terre Haute firefighters. 
Lightning apparently struck a 
home air conditioner as trees fell . 
over power lines. 

In Stearleyville, south of 
Brazil, ligtning knocked out a 
power substation serving a string 
of homes along Índiana 42, a 
Clay sheriffs deputy said. Trees — 
were reported down in Casey, lll, — 
in Crawford County and in Parke — 
County, - authorities. in those 


counties said. 
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High for June 4.0 (July 5 
(Flood stage at Terre Haute: 14 feet) 


supplied by Indiana State University Climatic Station. 
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e Temperature and precipitation data 
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By Kathy Gurchiek 
and Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporters 


A fast and furious storm swept 
through west-central Indiana on 
Sunday afternoon, causing power 
outages, false alarms, downed 
limbs and at least one personal- 
injary, acia in Greene County. 

local television stations 
briefly went off the air around 4:30 
p.m. because of electrical problems 
with towers in the Farmersburg 
area. 

A spokesperson at WTWO said 
power at channel 2 was also off at 
3 p.m. for about 15 minutes. After 
the second outage, power was 
ed at the television station by 

The Greene County Sheriffs 
Dora i reported Newberry 
had trees knocked over and power 
lines torn down. Indiana 57 was 
blocked at two locations and in 
Newberry. Most of the town was 
without power because of the 
storm. Minimal damage occurred 
to personal property. 

weather-related accident oc- 
curred at 2 p.m., Greene 
authorities said. Joyce Ulrich, 46, 
of Montgomery was driving north 
on Indiana 57 when she slowed due 
to a tree blocking the roadway. 
Thomas Price, 30, of Indianapolis 
was behind her, driving a car 
towing a camper trailer. When 
Ulrich slowed, Price braked, his 
vehicle jackknifed and slid into the 
rear of the Ulrich vehicle, accord- 


Ulrich was treated in Greene 
County General Hospital and re- 
leased. 

Public Service Indiana officials 
reported scattered outages in Terre 
Haute because of lightning and 
wind, and a widespread power 
outage in Brazil for about one-half 
hour after lightning caused a 
substation to go off line. 

A traffic signal was out at Third 
Street and Washington Avenue, 
and railroad signals in certain 
areas were operating erratically. 

The Vigo County Sheriffs De- 
ment reported limbs down one- 

alf mile west of Parson's Laundry 
on Old Paris Road, and at another 
site two miles north of Sandcut. 

Power was also reported to be out 
in Woodridge subdivision about 
10:35 p.m. 

Lighting wreaked havoc with 
police communications equipment 
in Brazil, said Chief Mose Marks. 
He said the police department was 
still working to get radio equip- 
ment operating Sunday night. 
Marks said he believed lightning 
hit the radio tower. 

Police had to rely on portable 
radios in the cars. 

Marks said a portion of Indiana 
59 near the viaduct was closed 
because of heavy rain. 

The Clay County Sheriffs De- 
partment was hit with a power 
outage at 3:40 p.m. with the 
outage lasting about 35 minutes. 
The area between Indiana 42 and 
46 was also affected by outages. 
Cory was still without power at 
10:50. p.m. z k 
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August, onset of autumn 


By Bill Gustin f2 SEP8 1985 
ISU Climatic Station 


August generally marks the beginning of the decline from the 
hot mid-summer weather of July toward the cooler weather that 
characterizes autumn. This is primarily because as our daylight 
hours grow shorter the sun is less effective in warming the 
atmosphere. 

The average temperature for August 1985 was 74.5 degrees F, 
1 degree above normal. This made last month the 37th coolest 
August on record. 

emperatures ranged from 97 degrees F (Aug. 9) to 57 degrees 
F (Aug. 20 and 21). Daily high temperatures rose above 90 degrees 
F on nine days. As a result, the month had 150.5 Cooling Degree 
Days. This meant that we used about 10 percent more energy to 
cool our homes and businesses during August. No record high or 
low temperatures were set during the month. 

Although temperatures were close to normal, precipitation 
amounts were not. At the ISU Climatic Station 6.23 inches of 
precipitation were recorded for August 1985. This is 2.69 inches 
above normal and made last month the 10th wettest August on 
record. Precipitation was recorded on 13 of the month's 31 days. 
The longest precipitation-free period was 4 days. 

Even though precipitation fell on so many days, 60 percent of 
the monthly total occurred on just two days, Aug. 5 and 15. In fact, 
2.41 inches of precipitation fell on Aug. 5. This was the greatest 
amount recorded for a 24-hour period at this station since July 28, 
1979, when 3.54 inches fell. 

August's major weather stories were centered around the Gulf 
of Mexico. On the 15th, Hurricane Danny came onshore along the 
southern Louisiana coast with wind gusts of 100 mph. The 
moisture from this storm provided some locations in the Tennessee 
Valley with more than 8 inches of precipitation. During Aug. 25-31, 
Tropical Storm Elena moved into hurricane status. Its high winds 
and rain threatened the Florida Gulf Coast, but failed to come 
onshore. During this period sustained winds within this storm 
were reported in excess of 100 mph. 

But in the Wabash Valley, August was not a windy month. Wind 
gusts exceeded25 mph on only two occasions; with the strongest 
gust being 29 mph recorded at 12:50 a.m. on the 15th. This reflects 
the fact that last month was not a particularly stormy month, but 
was dominated by more showery weather. 
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The heat is on © 


Valley residents 
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By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


To quote the song, "It's too darn 
hot." 4 

Terre Haute sweltered in above- 
normal humidity and temperatures 
during the weekend. Eight days 
into the month, temperatures 

aked at 97 i o m Friday and 

aturday — two degrees less than 
the record high in 1939 — and 96 
degrees Sunday. 

ill Gustin, associate 
coordinator of the Indiana State 
University Climatic Station, said, 
"This particular period has 
provam been the warmest since 

eptember of 1954 when they 
recorded temperatures of 102 and 
104” on Sept. 5 and 6 respectively. 

The city was 10 degrees above 
normal during the first eight days 
of the month, and Friday through 
Sunday were 15 degrees above 
normal, Gustin said. During an 
average September only :wo days 
of the month usually have 
temperatures of 90 or above, he 
said. 

"We've gone 90 [degrees] or 
above on six out of the eight days." 
During 1954, Terre Haute had nine 
September days in which the 
temperature soared to 90 degrees 
or more. 

“If it continues this pace, it 
would be one of the warmest 
[Septembers on record],” said 
Gustin. Temperatures here did not 
rise above 90 during about half of 
the Septembers in the last 30 


sweat 


P 
years, he added. ? 1985 

The humidity during the 
weekend definitely was above 
normal, with a peak humiture of 
112, Gustin said. That means it felt 
like 112 degrees. 

Persons limp from wilting 
temperatures packed local ice- 
cream businesses, telephone calls 
showed. 

Baskin-Robbins at 428 Wabash 
Ave., doubled its normal sales by 5 
p.m. Sunday. 

Dairy Queen at Plaza North 
reported a similar increase in sales, 
employee Mark Wallace said. 

Business at Dairy Queen at 3201 
Wabash Ave. was up 40 to 50 

ercent during the weekend, 
ranchise owner Merrill 
Bonebraker said. 

Dairy Queen at Towne South 
Plaza had a customer count that 
exceeded more than 1,000 cash 
transactions each of the three days, 
franchise owner Richard Gough 
said. 

Despite wringing-wet 
temperatures, calls Sunday night 
to local businesses offering 24-hour 
air-conditioning service showed 
few people were calling for repairs. 

«They just haven't been breaking 
down, or if they did, people know 
that fall is almost here" and 
decided to sweat it out instead of 
calling, said Norma Weston of 


‘Hoosier Heating & Cooling Inc. at 


318 N. 22nd St. 

Springhill Heating & Air Condi- 
tioning local president Robert 
Hoopingarner said they had about 
six service calls Saturday due to 
heavy usage. 
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e Temperature and precipitation data supplied by Indiana State University Climatic Station. 
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Saturday N EE en o et 65 53 
High for October... 1.8 (Oct. 4,5) SECUENCIA 85. 64 
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Monday blues sweep 
across Wabash Valley 


Community Affairs File 

An overcast Monday on a slow Columbus 
Day holiday can mean “moody blues” for 
some people, while others look forward to 
singing in the rain. 

“Tm one of those weird people. If it's 
drizzly, I like to be out in it ... I don't mind 
the rain," said Peggy Rogers, who works 
downtown. 

Gloria Montgomery of Terre Haute does 
not share Rogers' opinion. 

“J hate rainy, cloudy days,” she said. 
"They depress me." They also give her a 
headache, she said. 

Steve Gooch, a Hamilton Center 
counselor, said it's not so mueh the 
weather that affects people as the way 
they interpret the weather. Å sunny day is 
perceived as a "good" day, and people try 
‘to have a good time. 

People who work often have a bad 
attitude toward Monday, especially if it 
rains, he said. 

To overcome a negative outlook, people 
should figure out ways to make the day 
good and come up with some ideas on how 
to have fun, Gooch said. 

Some interpret a rainy day as a good day 
to lounge around the house. 

Andy Myers of 228 S. 18th St. said, "It 
doesn't help" to have rainy days and 
Mondays. His way of coping? "I ignore it," 
he said. 

His wife, Jennifer Myers, said, "It's a 


Q 
O 
=y 
O 


s $OCT 15 1985 


good day to work.” 

"It's all right, I guess," said Virgil 
Johnson of Seelyville. "It's just like any 
other day ... But I wish the sun was out." 

“Clouds combined with Mondays de- 
finitely put a damper on the day," said 
Brian McClain, a sophomore at Indiana 
State University. Because he resides on 
the 12th floor of Cromwell Hall, he gets a 
firsthand view of atmospheric conditions. 
“It gives you the feeling that you want to 
fall back in bed and sleep," he said. 

Jennifer Harpe, a sophomore from 
Monrovia, had to agree. "You just want to 
forget about everything and stay inside," 
she said. To overcome the rainy-day blahs, 
she'll turn up her stereo and get together 
with friends. 

Jeff Hunt sat in a broken-down van 
belonging to the company he works for. 
But that didn't bring his spirits down. “As 
long as it doesn't rain, it will be all right," 
he said. "Snow's the only thing that 
bothers me." , 

Perched in her booth at the parking lot 
on Seventh and Wabash, Gladys McInnis 
said the overcast weather didn't have a 
dampening effect on her attitude — though 
sometimes it might. 

“It’s not that bad at all. It could be 
worse," said the smiling woman. "It's kind 
of a nice, quiet day." 
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e Temperature and precipitation data supplied by Indiana State University Climatic Station. 
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Last Sunday 12:7 
Mondays. en. AE UTERE 13.2 
Tuesday 16.7 
Wednesday . 19.4 
Thursday 20.8 
Friday......... 20.7 
Saturday 20.5 
High for November..................... 20.8 (Nov. 21) 


(Flood stage at Terre Haute: 14 feet) 


Today's sunrise............ 7:43 a.m./6:43 in Illinois 
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havoc in Valley | 


More than 4 inches of rain 
m d on the Wabash Valley has 
ed off threats of flooding, 
closed schools, washed out roads 
and flooded basements, reports 
from area counties indicated late 
Tuesday. j 
One weather-related accident 
was reported in Sullivan County 
where 4.4 inches of rain forced 
Several roads to close; and Clay, 
paniy schools closed early Tues- 


die and a decision will be made . 
today 


on whether they will reopen. 

Fx two flooded county ad in 
Parke County signal a threat of 
flooding from Raccoon Creek and 


Vermillion County authorities are " ty Rich. -Whittenmyer said flood 


keeping a watch on x Creek 
where 40 to 50 homes face a threat 
of flooding. 

In Sullivan County, county . 
airport manager Greg Miller said 
rain has made driving hazardous. 
One motorist was uninjured when 
his vechicle slid off prr ditch 
os m f Southwi Sulli 
— Opening of Sout est ivan 
schools toda, vetet 


di Sulliva 
one hour, 34 
ped one at 10 p.m 
- Diet in Clav C unt: 


a 4j 
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were flooded, roads. were ed 
out and standin water beseiged 
residents. Overf layani sewers in 
Brazil left streets ooking like 
swollen streams. 

All Clay County schools were 
dismissed by early afternoon 
because of worsening road condi- 
tions. Superintendent Jesse Pitts 
said officials would wait until early 
today to determine. Whether school 
would resume. 

. Numerous county. roads were 
reported submerged in rainwater, 
and a bridge north of Van Buren 
was washed out. > 

3 In Parke Cgunty, Sheriff's Det 


waters have closed the Rockville- 
Bridgeton Road and the Jessup- 
Rosedale Road. > == | 
Some southwest Parke Cou 

' schools me y be ck 
today, depending on 
tions, Superintend: 
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By George W. Wardell 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 

The Wabash Valley became a 
huge funnel Tuesday, collecting all 


the rainfall of the past few days 
and concentrating it in the small 


area of lowlands along the Wabash’ 


River. — Kar 

The. Terre Haute metropolitan 
area was hit with. 3.09 inches of 
rain by 5 p.m. Tuesday and another 
inch had fallen since. that time. 
Normal precipitation for November 
is 3:19 inches. | k. 

Total rainfall for November thus 
far is 9.47 inches — slightly more 
than the.8.8 inches that fell in 
February and March when flood 


waters topped Wabash River levees, 


‘in Vigo and Vermillion counties. 
Sodden ground and steady rain 
is expected to push the Wabash 
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River to 21.5 feet some time this 
morning, more than 7 feet above 
flood stage, but less than the 27 
feet that topped the West Terre 
Haute levee in February. 


West Terre Haute street com- 
missioner Bob Eyre, who checked 
the levee Tuesday afternoon, said, 
“T don't expect a problem unless the 
river gets to 28 to 29 feet. There is 
a little seep water Ee BE Toad 
Hop but it is not a problem.” 


An estimated 3,000 Public 
Service Indiana’ customers were 
without power from about 8:35 
p.m. to 9:55 p.m. when lightning 
and wind knocked out substations 
at 13th Street near Margaret 
Avenue, at Margaret Avenue and 
Indiana 46 and in Riley, PSI 
spokesman Gordon Ayer said. 


In the city's southwest, workers 


i £e up piling sandbags alongside 


outhport Road in the vicinity of 
South Seventh Street and U.S. 41 


— Wy 


u. w | 
rain forces res 


at about 9:30 p.m. The northbound 
lane of U.S. 41 was submerged in 
6 to 8 inches of water. 


"There's nothing they can do to 
stop the water that's coming," said 
Tom O’Nan, coordinator for an 
amateur radio operations group. 


Residents were evacuated from 
Southwood subdivison, although 
O'Nan said 75 percent of people on 
Wood Lane in that subdivision 
refused to leave their homes. 


A Red Cross spokesman said at 
11 p.m. that 20 to 25 families had 
been evacuated to South Vigo High 
School and new families were 
arriving about every 15. minutes. 

County Civil Defense Director 
Dick Setliff warned residents in 
low-lying areas to move to higher 
ground. å 


"There is no immediate danger 
except for homes full of water, an 
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possible electrical problems, fires,” 
Setliff said. 


Volunteers from ROTC, national 
guard, Civil Air Patrol, REACT, 
Red Cross were assisting the 
emergency effort. 


Setliff suggested that residents 
lock up homes, pick up valuables 
and turn off electricity. 


*We expect more high water than 
what we have," he warned. 


Winds in the Terre Haute area 
reached 32 miles per hour during 
the afternoon, said Bill Gustin, 
associate coordinator of the In- 
diana State University climatic 
Station. 


Meanwhile, the river is expected 
to continue its rise through Tues- 
day night and well into this 
morning, exceeding ,the original 
estimation of the crest. The crest is 


- seen holding about 6 feet below last 


idents ou 
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spring's 28-foot crest. a 

The highest recorded level of the 
Wabash River was March 27, 1913, 
when it reached 31.3 feet. “It 
reached 30.5 feet in 1943. % 


A cold front that formed a lin 
western Illinois arrived in Te 
Haute at about 7:30 p.m. and 
dumped an additional quarter-inch. 
of rain on the city. is p 

Ned Pennington, district con- 
servationist with the Soil Con- 
servation Service, was uncertain 
how water was flowing from sur- 
rounding areas. But he said water 
definitely was not coming from 
Thompson Ditch that extends) 
southwest from Deming Park to! 
the Wabash River. . 


The sewage-disposal plant south 
of the city reported no problems, 
although a spokesman said crews 
would be out all night keeping 
clogged sewers open so that the 
rain could be carried off. Piel 
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September was w 


$ 
By Bill Gustin ^7 2 ^ 1988 
ISU Climatic Station 


September 1985 will undoubted- 

ly be remembered as the "month of 
the hurricanes” across the United 
States. We entered the month with 
hurricane Elena still affecting the 
Gulf Coast states. The month 
ended with hurricane Gloria 
brushing the East Coast before 
slamming into Long Island and 
southern New England. 
- Taken together, these two 
Storms may have caused damage 
totals that may go into the billions 
of dollars. But the heavy rains and 
high winds had little effect on the 
weather in the Wabash Valley — 
other than providing us a little 
cloudiness. 

During September 1985, 1.58 
incles of precipitation was re- 
corded at the ISU Climatic Station. 
This was 1.42 inches below normal 
for the time period. This made last 
month the 24th driest September 
on record. 

- The first two-thirds of the month 
were especially noteworthy for 
their dry conditions. Only 0.13 
inches of precipitation fell on the 
first 22 days of the month, and all 
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of this on one day (Sept. 8). There 
was a 13-day period in which no 
precipitation was recorded (Sept. 
10-22). This  mini-drought was 
broken on Sept. 23, when 0.82 
inches of rain fell. This single day's 
precipitation amounted to 52 per- 
cent of the month's total. 

September began as though the 
month was going to be hot and dry. 
Temperatures rose above 90 
degrees Fahrenheit on seven of the 
first nine days of the month, with 
the highest temperature being 97 
degrees on both Sept. 7 and Sept. 
9. But on no day after this period 
did the temperature rise to 90 
degrees or above. 

The rain that fell on Sept. 23 
seemed to usher in a period of early 
fall weather. During the last eight 
days of the month the temperature 
failed to rise to 80 degrees, while 
the low temperatures were con- 
sistently in the 40s. 

This variation in temperature, as 
recorded at the ISU Climatic 
Station, provided an average 
temperature of 69.6 degrees for 
September 1985. This was 2.4 
degrees above normal, making last 
month the 31st warmest 
September on record. 

eptember temperatures varied 
«idest Brom highs in the 90s. the 
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temperature fell to a low of 41 
degrees on Sept. 24 and 27. Despite 
a ee of 56 degrees between high 
and low, no record high or low 
temperature marks were set. 

Because the hot temperatures 
were generally confined to the 
beginning of the month, and the 
cold to the end, September seems to 
have had a distinct heating and 
cooling season. 

As measured by heating and 
cooling degree days, it appears that 
it took more energy than normal to 
both heat and cool our homes and 
businesses last month. During 
September 1985, 82.5 heating 
degree days and 139.0 cooling 
degree days were recorded, 29 
percent and 151 percent above 
normal, respectively. | 

Even though the weather condi- 
tions changed markedly, 
September was not a particularly 
windy month. Wind gusts above 
mph persisted on only one day, 
Sept. 23. The strongest wind g ist. 
occurred on that day (30 mph at 
7:20 p.m) cns - 

The warm and dry conditions 
were a help to farmers who were at. 
work during the early part of the 
harvest season. It was not so 
pleasant for those who had to keep 
paying for air conditin=sina = 
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Bostesurnday....: een dl 0.9 

LE Es EE N ea sa ERES 0.9 

MIE sedan EE MOON NT 0.9 

USE UDC COMES MAL C NE 0.9 

Gate MEN EE C MEME WEN 1.2 

C pho £o c NM 1.3 1 n D 

High for October 1816625) |. VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


(Flood stage at Terre Haute: 14 feet) | TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


e Temperature and precipitation data supplied by Indiana State University Climatic Station. 


Today's sunrise.....7:05 a.m. Today's sunset.....6:04 p.m. 
Tomorrow's sunrise....... 7:06 a.m. 
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"High for December 21.1 (Dec. 13) 
(Flood stage at Terre Haute: 14 feet) 
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Last Sunday.......»eeresvonrresennasesvaveenssvevnannnnnnnner 0.00 
Monday...eopsoseessnsevnvennveneannnenperenvvnsvensnenennennnnnee 0.00 
Tuesday. INN: erkende esse se See Re EE BREER EE EE ee 5.70.13 
Wednesday................. eene nnne 0.00 
Thursdayi users cec eere e sese eee en naso sane ed ee se es 0.00 
Fei ET xa t 0.06 
Saturday M oi. ese gaas ep eene as "T 0.00 
Total for December... ene 3.07 


Monday's sunrise.......... 


vi. 8:07 a.m./7:07 in Illinois 
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To the early settler of the 
Wabash Valley, the winter of 1830 
became known for its deep snow. It 
was such an important and ex- 
traordinary phenomenon that it 
became a milestone, so to speak, 
from which he could date other 
events. 

in future years, he relied upon 
“the winter of the deep snow’ to 
recount the date of his arrival in 
the valley, his marriage, the birth 
of his children or any other impor- 
tant event. 

If the Indian traditions are 
correct as to what occurred before 
the white man’s arrival, the deep 
snow of 1830-31 equalled the 
disastrous snowfall of 1755, which 
swept away immense herds of 
buffalo and elk that roamed over 
the Indiana-Illinois prairies. This 
tradition was verified by the first 
white settlers who found vast 
quantities of bones on the prairies 
in different areas . 

Snow began falling early in 
autumn and continued at intervals 
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milestone 


for dating events 


Historically speaking 


Clark is Vigo 
County's official 
historian and 
formerly worked 
for The Terre 
Haute Tribune. 


By Dorothy Clark 

Special to The Tribune-Star 

— EE EE EE ER EE NETENIEO 
throughout the winter. The 
snowfalls would be succeeded by 
heavy sleet, forming crusts of ice 
between layers of snow. 

The log cabins of the settlers 
were few and far between. Some of 
the roads were merely trails or 
bypaths. Larders were not well 
supplied with sufficient provisions 
to last the isolated families through 
the winter. 


Frequently, for weeks at a time, 
the sun was not visible and the cold 
was 80 intense that not a particle 
of snow would melt on the south 
side of cabins. For weeks people 
were blockaded or housed up and 
remained so until starvation com- 
pelled them to go in search of food. 
'The settlers endured great suffer- 
ing and hunger and, in some cases, 
even death. 


Game, such as deer, prairie 
chickens, quail and rabbits, before 
that time was abundant. For years 
afterward such game was scarce, 
having perished in the snow. As the 
snow would thaw, deer would often 
be caught and killed without aid of 
firearms; the hunters could walk 
on top of the snow. 


Later in that terrible winter, 
when the mass of snow and ice had 
become compact, fences that were 
staked and ridered were driven 
over with heavily laden vehicles. 
Snow in many places where it had 

was 3 to 5 feet deep. 


Some of the drifts were over the 
roofs of the cabins. | 


In the spring when this immense 
snow melted, rivers and marshes 
flooded and the settlers suffered 
again. Transportation was again at 
a standstill. As the warm season 


progressed, fever and ague were 


prevalent in the ped areas. 

Another landmark that early 
settlers used to date important 
events in their lives was a sudden 
freeze that occurred shortly after 
noon one day in January 1836. The 
pioneer woman said "her family 
had just finished their noon day 
meal and were setting around in 
front of the old-fashioned large 
open fireplace, enjoying its 
warmth, chatting and discussing 
the weather. 


*During the morning it had been 
snowing and raining a little, when 
she looked out the cabin window 
and noticed a heavy black cloud 
lying off to the west which seemed 
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- to be rapidly approaching. Needin, 
some water. she took a bucket an 
went to the well, a distance of 
about 100 yards, and lowering the 
bucket with a long sweep she filled 
it and started back to the house. 


"Before she could reach the 
house, the wind and rain struck 
her, blew and upset a portion of the 
water on her clothing. The cold 
aircut like a knife and before 
reaching the house, her dress and 
apron were frozen stiff in a solid 
sheet of ice." 


According to the pioneer, “ponds 
which a moment bees were free of 
ice were frozen solid in a few 
minutes. Many persons froze to 
death who happened to be caught 
away from home. Many others, 
before they could get to shelter, had 
their faces, ears, hand and feet 
frozen." j 

Just before the storm, the ground 
had been covered with a slushy 
mixture of snow and rain. Cattle in 
the field were held fast by the slush 


freezing about their feet. It was 
necessary to cut away the ice to 


liberate them. Ducks and geese had 
to be rescued in the same way. 
Scarcely 10 minutes after the cold 
wave swept over the land. the 
water and melting snow were hard 
enough to bear up a man on 
horseback. 


Other years brought other 
memorable events. The year 1800 
was known as the year of the Great 
Locust. The next year, 1801, 
became known as the year of the 
squirrel, when the rodents were so 
numerous and so destructive to the 
crops and lives of the pioneers. 


The old settlers' experiences 


. have been varied, for sure. 


They contended with sickness, 
with no doctor near; hunger, with 
no food at hand; and cold, with no 
comfortable shelter. 

And yet they chose to accept the 
hardships of pioneer life as if it was 
the accepted way of living in those 
early times. 
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Winter's entra 
today in Wa 


Hoarding groceries may not be 
necesgary just yet, but it wouldn't 
be a bad idea for Wabash Valley 
residents to get the boots, mittens 
and snow shovels ready. 


Terre Haute is just north of a 
winter storm watch area today, but 
National Weather Service officials 
said a 30-percent chance of snow is 
predicted this morning and a 50- 
percent chance later today. 


“We'll probably see some snow 
very early this morning, and it will 
continue off and on ... unless the 
piš of the storm shifts north," said 

ill Gustin, associate coordinator 
of the Indiana State University 
Climatic Station. 


He estimated there would be 
about 2 inches of snow, although 
amounts could increase to more 
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than 5 inches if the storm does 
swing northward. 

Å winter storm watch in effect 
for southeast, southwest and 
south-central Indiana includes 
"Vincennes, Sullivan and Bloom- 
ington. 

A winter storm watch means 
there is a potential for heavy snow, 
freezing rain, ice or heavy sleet. 

Gustin said the snow should stop 
by Friday evening, though colder 
temperatures and winds would 
follow, - possibly causing blowing 
Snow. 1 i . 

He said temperatures could fall 
to the single digits Saturday morn- 
ing. 

Flooding continued in the West 
Terre Haute area near North and 
South lakes and low-lying areas 
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nce expected 
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near the Wabash River un- 
protected by the levee, said Richard 
Setliff, Vigo County civil defense 
director. He said such flooding was 
normal and did not expect any 
major problems with residences. 

The weather service said a flood 
warning remained in effect for the 
Wabash River from Montezuma to 
New Harmony. Crests of 3 feet to 
11 feet above flood stage were 
forecast in the warning, which the 
weather service said will remain in 
effect through next Friday. 


The Wabash was expected to 


-crest at 24.5 feet today at 


Montezuma, 10.5 feet above flood 
stage. f : 


- n Terre Haute, the river is 


expected to crest at 21 feet tonight, 
7 feet above flood stage. 
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The weather last week = 


* Temperature and precipitation data supplied by Indiana State University Climatic Station. 
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River stages Precipitation 


Last Sunday 
Monday..... 
Tuesday..... 


Wednesday... 


Last Sunday 
Monday.. 
Tuesday.. 


Last Sunday 
Monday..... 
Tuesday. 
Wednesd 
` Thursda 
Friday. 
Saturd 
December's high, low 


er 
(Flood stage at Terre Haute: 14 feet) 


Today's sunrise... 7:51 a.mJ6:61 in Illinois Today's sunset... 5:27 p.m/4:27 in Illinois — Monday's sunrise............. 7:52 a.m./6:52 in Illinois 
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Rains return 


Valley 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Two inches of rainfall in 24 hours 
Bwelled creeks and flooded lowland 
areas, but no major problems were 
expected in Vigo County from 
additional rains Wednesday. 

The Wabash River stage went 
from 13.3 feet Tuesday to 17.3 feet 
and continued rising Wednesday. 
It was acted to crest at 20 or 21 
f y, a spokesperson with 
the " onal Weather Service said. 


TsDEC 12 1955 


The river's flood stage is 14 feet. 

Vigo County civil defense of- 
ficials were on alert, inspecting 
levees and responding to individual 
problems, said Richard Setliff, civil 
defense director. Some county 


‘roads were closed. 


“I don’t anticipate anything like 
before,” Setliff said. 

He said local creeks were high. 
“Sugar Creek is way up,” he said, 
creating some problems with water 
levels in the Toad Hop area. But 
flooding is normal in that area, he 


said. 
The weather service said local 


O Wa ash 


roads do be flooded i 
Terre Haute on Friday. 

Otter Creek was slap swelling, 
forcing sandbagging efforts near 
the Cecil Brown residence on Taft 
Road in North Terre Haute. Setliff 
said water was high near the Elm 
Grove trailer park near the 
Lafayette-Park avenues intersec- 
tions. 

SHP 14 Road was closed at Otter 


Le flooding occurred in 
some subdivisions with inadeguate 
drainage 

AE. P Hotrall of Route 24 Te- 


est 


quested, sandbags to prevent water 
rom going into a lake near KE 
home. 

The Honey Creek levee was 
inspected by soil conservation of- 
ficials and CDI Inc., Setliff said. 

"Everything is in good shape,” he 
sai 

Civil defense also notified 
ie to keep an eye on Vigo 

unty levees. 

Bil Gustin, associate 
coordinator of the Indiana State 
University Climatic Station, said 
no major problems should arise 


locally from rising waters or flash - 


flooding. 

"There might be local I ponding,” 
Gustin said. He expected freezing 
temperatures today to reduce the 
risin waters somewhat. 

ere's no doubt it [rains] will 

cause some I ” said 
Eddy Adams, county soil an water 
conservationist. He said there 
would be flooding in low-lying 
areas adjacent to tributaries and 
near the Wabash River. 
bore eed” AC farm ground 

ing ams said à 

Ground is still saturated from. 
rains in November, he said. 
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By The Associated Press 


Some Hoosiers are going to have 
a white Christmas, but they may 
have to postpone travel plans and 
the traditional exchange of 
Christmas presents until highways 
are cleared of heavy snow. 

heavy snow warning was 
issued Tuesday for the southeast 
shore of Lake Michigan with 
‘forecasters predicting accumula- 
tions of up to 8 inches of snow in 
LaPorte, St. Joseph, Elkhart, 
Starke, Marshall and Kosciusko 
counties. , 

A weather advisory was also 
issued for extreme northeast In- 
diana where 2 to 4 inches of snow 
was expected by late Tuesday. 

"People up there had better be 
where they are going early," said 
Sgt. Kevin Poe at the Indiana State 
Police operations office in the 
afternoon. "The South Bend post 
'reports heavy snow and conditions 
are getting worse." 

Police agencies in the South 
Bend area described driving condi- 
tions Tuesday as "horrible" and 
urged motorists traveling or shop- 
ping for last-minute gifts to use 
extreme caution. 

: Monday's warmer temperatures 
apparently aggravated the problem 
by Melting old snow, which later 
refroze under the new layer of snow 
as temperatures dropped, police 


said. The combination caused slick 
and hazardous streets, roads and 


‘highways — even in areas where 


the snow was light. 

Nasty road conditions were re- 
ported Tuesday throughout 
northwest and Indiana and as far 
south as Indianapolis. 

U.S. 31 in Fulton, Miami, 
Howard and Tipton counties was 
reported snow covered, slick and 
hazardous in passing lanes with 
the driving lanes slick. 

Authorities in Marion County 
reported approximately 100 acci- 
dents in a three-hour period ending 
at 8:30 a.m., pointing out that 
numerous other vehicles ha 
Skidded off interstates and county 
roads without causing damage or 
injury. . 

State Police at the Indiana Toll 
Road said the weather conditions 
were lousy Tuesday from the 
Valparaiso exit to near Bristol. 
Poor visibility due to heavy blowin 
and drifting of snow was Féported 
in the area. : 

Capt. Ed Friend of the South 
Bend Police Department advised 
motorists to call ahead to the police 
agencies where they will be travel- 
ing for road conditions. 

“A three-hour trip can turn into 
a two-day nightmare," Friend said, 
adding that people with health 
problems, pregnant women and 
those on medication would be 
smart. not to travel at all 
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- Remember when your 
grandparents told you about how 
cold those winters of long ago really 
were? Well, it looks like you're to be 
able-to tell your grandchildren the 
tale about the December of 1983 and 16 (60) 
how cold it really was. In fact, 1983 
was the coldest December on record, 
with an average temperature of 20 
degrees — 11.8 degrees below 49 (50) 
normal. 

This topped the old record of 20.1 
degrees, set in December of 1963. 
Also, the temperature fell below 
zero on nine days. On one day, Dec. 4. aC 
24, the high temperature for the day 
did not even get above zero — rising 
to only a minus 8 degrees. 
- New record-low temperatures -4 smao 
were set at minus 15 on Dec. 24, 
p 11 on Dec. 25, minus 2 on Dec. 

9 and minus 9 on Dec. 30. 

- This December was certainly a 
great turnabout from the December 
1982, when the average daily 
temperature of 41.8 degrees made it 
the second warmest December on 
record. December 1983 was more -12 (10) 
than 20 degrees colder than the prior 

| year — the greatest single shift in 

| monthly temperatures from one 
ear to the next. 

Looking back over some of the ~'® m dil 
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instead of four record lows set, four 
record highs were set. The highest of 
these temperatures was 74 degrees -23 (-10) 
on the 2nd, making it the warmest : 
temperature ever recorded in De- 
cember. The lowest temperature 
uring the month was 13, recorded . 3 
on the 13th. ee 
The event, however, that most of 
us will happily remember is that it 
was so warm in December 1982 that 
we used less energy to heat our 
homes and businesses than would 
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normally be expected. Unfortunate- — LONG-TERM DAILY RECORD LOW 
M December 1983 more than made 
for last year's warm weather. A HIGH FOR THE MONTH 
1. As one may remember from last mmm AVERAGE DAILY FOR THE MONTH (20.3) 
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Winter lash 


By Charles J. Maloof 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Winter's wonderland returned 
Monday to the Wabash Valley, but 
absent from the snowfall and freez- 
ing rain were the bone-chilling 
temperatures of recent days. 

By Wednesday, the thermometer 
may top out at 40, before colder air 
infiltrates the state by Friday, said 
Jim McIntyre, National Weather 
Service meteorologist. 

There may be some light 
precipitation this morning, but 
chances are the weekend will bring 
the next storm clouds. 


Warmer Gulf Coast air clashing | 


with cold air left over from the 
weekend triggered the snowstorm, 
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ne said. A traveler's advisory 
throughout the state remained in 
effect late Monday night. 

"The cooler air is moving 
eastward and temperatures in the 
30s should allow thawing — but it 
will be pretty sloppy," he said. 

Mayor P. Pete Chalos declared a 
snow emergency late Monday morn- 
ing and Terre Haute Street Depart- 
ment crews began clearing de- 
signated snow routes about 7 a.m. 

Assistant street commissioner 
Bob Lovvron said 15 men and eight 
vehicles would be working until 7 
a.m. today, "clearing as many roads 
as we can," 

"We're trying to push slush off the 
streets before it freezes," Lovvron 
said. Temperatures climbed into the 
mid-30s Monday afternoon following 
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an accumulation of about 3 inches of 
snow. 

“When the traffic ceases lat 
night], we'll work better on the 
roads.'' 

Deteriorating road conditions 
caused by the snow, and later 
freezing rain, forced Vigo County 
School Corp., parochial and Illinois 
school officials to dismiss classes 
early Monday. 


"We are planning to have school 
[today],'' Charles Clark, Vigo County 
administrative assistant, said. "Our 
bus drivers will be driving the roads 
at 5:30 a.m., and if there are any 
problems we'll notify the radio and 
television stations by 6.” Parochial 
officials said they would follow the 
corporation's lead. 


Rain or shine | 


TV weatherpeople j D 


strive 


By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The wire machine clattered incessantly, transmit- 
ting information of prevailing area weather as the 
young team kept busy gathering information for their 
next report. 

They ripped large sheets of paper filled with all 
manner of weather information from a map- 
transmitting machine. The maps told of temperatures. 
moisture accumulation, visibility and the like from 
spots around the nation. 

Tony Leita, 25, and Cheryl Lemke, 23. were 
scrambling in preparation for the next weather report 
on television station WTHI. The two also use 
equipment closer to home to come up with their 
forecast of impending Wabash Valley weather. 

"We've got a rain gauge on our roof." said Leita, 

a dark-haired, outgoing graduate of the University of 

Washington. The Yakima. Wash., native majored in 

political science during his college days and after 

‘graduation reported news and weather in Spokane and 

‘Huntington, W.Va.. before arriving in Terre Haute a 
ear ago. The team also uses weather radar to get a 
ix on area weather. 

Leita said his dad owns a construction business. but 
he didn't want any part of that. 

"Weather is my career now.” he said 8 th a smile. 
Leita enjoys the challenge of predicting an@4inds 
weather watching just plain fun. After a year 
predicting and talking about the weather on locat} 
television, Leita is sometimes spotted about town „9 ^ 
' during off hours. IE 

“Once in a local Kroger store a number of people 
'started asking me when the weather was going to get 
"warmer. he said of an incident which happened some 

| weeks ago. Some complained about the sub-zero 
weather. 

- “I just smiled and said. 'Be glad you re not in 

- Bismark, because it's 29 below there." said Leita. 
-- Lemke is a 1982 meteorology graduate of Iowa State 
University on her first professional job. 
` “I enjoy meteorology because it's interesting to see 
how close you are in your forecast.” said the tall. 
brown-haired native of Omaha. Neb. She starts her day 
by watching Dave Murray s weather forecast on 
American Broadcasting Cos." “Good Morning. 
America’ show. In her opinion. Murray's weather 
reporting is the best on network television. 
` “His national report gives me a good overall 
‘viewpoint of the day's weather.” she explained. 

Neather forecasting is important to Lemke. “I'm 

constantly trying to improve myself as a forecaster. ' 
~ Man weather people have an urban background and 
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it's important they avoid coloring their reports with 
"city" interpretations. "Rain isn't bad news to anyone 
in the agricultural business,” explained Leita. "even 
though it may spoil somebody's weekend picnic." 

Leita also thinks it important his television presence 
not be offensive. “You can't be egotistical or pompous. 
kg got to communicate ... you can't talk down to 
them." 

He tries to accentuate local and area weather. 
“National weather is important, but that's Willard's 
job." he said referring to national 
televisionweatherman Willard Scott of National 
Broadcasting Corp. Leita added he also enjoys 
geography and that it goes hand-in-hand with 
meteorology. 

The two admit they talk about the weather together. 
although their conversations differ from that of the 
man in the street. "It's not small talk. but rather 
trying to decipher weather patterns.” said Lemke. 

The two discussed the accuracy of weather 
predicting, saying short-range forecasting is obviously 
better than long-range forecasting. 

"The National Weather Service's area forecasting 
in Indiana is about 85 percent accurate. Leita said. 
"That's pretty good.” The two constantly provide a 
five-day advance forecast for their viewers. 

Kerry Dean has been the meteorologist for 
television station W-TWO for six years. 

“You almost live it from the moment you get up. ` 
said Dean, a graduate of Texas A&M University who 
also attended Vincennes University and Indiana State 
University. 

Dean said his forecasting accuracy is 92 percent — 
plus or minus 3 percent. `I despise to be wrong. said 
Dean. who is also chairman of the Radio and 


Æ Television Committee of the National Weather 
“Association. He ll be attending that group's interna- 


tional meeting April 9 through 11 in Washington. 


Dean sort of lets the weather determine his work 
day. "If the weather is threatening. I'll come in early. 
When I go home at night at 11:30. I might be back on 
the air at midnight or 1 a.m.” if the weather situation. 
warrants. " 

The area weatherman said he appreciates all the 
watchers who try to assist him predict that unreliable 
quantity known as the weather. p 


“Eve got a stack of mail a foot high from people.” 
said Dean. who uses some items in his " Weather Lore” 
feature. "I get some wonderful letters sometimes — 
from people as old as 90." 

Dean claims there's something to that old advice 
about aching corns on the feet indicating a pending — 
weather change. Said the weatherman: "That's 
scientific and deals with barometric pressure. ` 
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Bad winter als, Bof says 


LAFAYETTE (AP) — 


Bitter-cold temperatures and early 
season snows throughout much of 
the nation are sure signs another 
colder-than-normal winter is in 
store for Indiana, a Purdue Un- 
iversity professor says. 

“One strong indication of a cold 
winter at this time is the unusually 
extensive snow cover that is now 
over the northern, western and 
Midwestern regions of the United 
States,” said Ernest Agee, 
professor of atmospheric sciences 
in Purdue’s Department of Geos- 
cierices. 

Normally, only the extreme 
northern and mountainous regions 
of the nation would have sufficient 
snow cover this early in the season, 
Agee said. The presence of a heavy 
snow cover may generate more cold 
weather simply by reflecting more 


of the sun’s radiation from the 
surface of the earth. 


"Snow can reflect 80 percent of 
the sun's radiation, compared with 
20 percent normally reflected by 
the bare ground. This loss of heat, 
in turn, works to cool the lower 
part of the atmosphere, generating 
a continuing source region for cold 
air. During the night, infrared 
radiation from a snow surface will 
produce colder temperatures, as 
well," Agee said. 

The southern boundary of the 
snow cover also can influence 
winter weather by establishing 
temperature gradients that favor 
additional storm development and 
movement, Agee said. 

. The large number of cold winters 
during the last few years can be 
attributed to a 90-year weather 
cycle that has gradually warmed 
and then cooled the northern 
hemisphere since the early 1600s, 


he said. : 


By Bill Gustin’ 
ISU Climatic Station 


October is usually thought of as 
a transitional month from warm to 
colder weather. In October we 
generally observe leaves turning 
from their normal green to their 
brown and golden splendor, while 
we shiver through those first frosts 
and freezes of the fall season. 

Often it seems we have a steady 
progression from warm weather at 
the beginning of October to cooler 
conditions of the coming winter 
season. That was not the case last 
month. 

Temperatures during October 
started out cool and ended cool, but 
most days between were well above 
normal temperatures. The average 
temperature for October was 60.7 
degrees F., 5 degrees above normal. 
This made last month the 14th 
warmest October on record. 

The coolest weather during the 
month occurred on the morning of 
Oct. 1. There was more general 
frost and freeze on the morning of 
the 2nd. The temperature fell to 33 
degrees on Oct. 2, establishing the 
low temperature for the month and 
tying the record low for that date. 

There were several reports from 
outlying areas of lows in the upper 


OO NOT CIRCULATE 


20s on the morning of the 2nd. 


Most areas were spared the effects ' 


of a killing frost because of cover 
provided by the leaves on trees and 
other heavy vegetation. 

Apart from this early cooling, the 
rest of the month was warm and 
pleasant compared with what is 
normally expected in October. 
Several high temperature records 
were set or tied. 

The high temperature record for 
Oct. 12 was tied at 85 degrees. 
Another record high temperature 
record was set the next day, 87 
degrees. It also was the highest 
temperature recorded during the 
month. Another high temperature 


"record was tied on Oct. 24 at 83 


degrees. 
The pleasant October weather 
that we experienced meant only 


175.0 heating degree days were 


accumulated, about half of normal. 

While temperatures were above 
normal, there was less rain than 
normal Only 1.45 inches of 
precipitation were recorded at the 
ISU Climatic Station, .99 inches 
below normal. This made last 
month the driest October since 
1977. 

Although precipitation fell on 11 
of Octobers 31 days, no reall 
substantial rainfall was recorded. 
The greatest 24-hour precipitation 
amount was 0.63 inches, recorded 
on Oct. 24. 
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By Charles J. Maloof 
Tribune Star Staff Reporter 


Winter's arrival this week poses 
a health hazard unless persons 
take reasonable precautions to 
protect themselves, their family 
and home from possible severe. 
weather conditions. 

Five deaths resulted from bitter 
arctic air that swept into Indiana 
following a snowfall in January, 
and hospitals reported numerous 
cases of frostbite 

A hitehhiker was found frozen in 
a phone hooth; another man was 
found frozen in à snow bank after 
being injured in a hit-and-run 
aecident: an 46-year-old man froze 
to-death in his garage; and two 
other victims died of hypothermia, 
the National Climatic Data Center, 
said. 

Record low temperatures in the 
Wabash Valley Jan. 20-21 stayed 
below zero, recalled Bill Gustin, 
associate coordinator. of the In- 
diana State University Climatic 

tation. A nunus 21 degrees was 
recorded on the 20th, and wind 
chills dipped as low as minus 80 
deprees statewide, 

“We had Jour moderately severe 
storms in December. [1984| and 
January, and then å severe storm 
Feb. 13 and 14 when 8 inches of 
snow fell and there were very high 
winds," Gustin said. 

A severe storm is when 6 or more 
inches of snow falls in 48 hours ar 
when high winds or extreme cold 
produce significant damages or 
deaths 
— fllinois experienced five severe 
Winter storms last ycar, down from 
8 dozen the previous season, the 
IHinois Department af Energy and 
Natural Resources said. 

Illinois’ biggest snowstorm came 

during New Years Eve when 6 to 
21 inches of snow fell in the 
northwest quarter of the state. 
' Winter storm statistics have not 
been recorded. in Indiana since 
19R1 when a part-time state 
climatologist handled the job. said 
James Newman, a Purdue Un- 
iversity climatology professor. 

Newman said the state's worst 
storm during the last 50 years 
occurred between Jan. 15-25, 1978. 

A sudden vicious winter storm 
can isolate a family in their home, 
but hardships can be eased, said 
Vigo County Civil Defense Director 
Dick Set if. The two primary needs 
are food and heat. * 
$ An emergency food supply 
sheuid include items that requiro 
bo, cooking or refrigeration, 
specially quick-energy items. 

isins and other dried fruits allow 
the body to produce its own heat 
efficiently. 
1 Because power lines are downed 
ps during winter storms, Setliff 

ommends having easy access to 
Phashlight, candles and matches, 
a battery-powered radio and extra 


can often b 


batteries. 

Also, emergency heating equip- 
ment would keep at least one room 
warm enough ta live in if a power 
failure occurs. But. a coal; wood or 
oil-burniny stove, fireplace or space 
heater needs proper ventilation ta 
prevent a fire, Setliff warned. 

A fire extinguisher should be 
handy because help (rem the fire 
department may be delayed or 
unavailable during a storm. 

Avoid overexertion if venturing 
outdoors, Sctliff cautioned. | 

Cold weather alone. puts an 
added strain an the heart. That 
strain could result in a heart attack 
or stroke if shoveling snow, 
pushing å car or even walking too 
fast or too far. 

Several layers af loose-fitting. 
light-weight warm clothing instead 
of one thick, heavy garment is 
recommended if going outside or 
staying inside when no heat is 
available. 

The body loses 
through the top of the head, so 
wearing a woal hat will provide 
extra warmth. Mittens keep fingers 
warmer than gloves because they 
allow fingers to touch and generate 
body heat 

Motorists should keep a survival 
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kit in the car while driving during 
a storm. | 

Utilize an empty coffee can by 
filling it with nonperishable foods, 
first aid supplies and items such as 
a compass, matches, flashlight, 
utensils and candles. 

Extra blankets, Mares, salt or 
sand, a shovel and extra empty 
coffee cans for sanitary purposes 
also will aid the stranded motorist. 

If trapped on the road. a driver 
shouldn't leave the car if help is not 
readily available. Run the engine 
and heat hriefly with the 
downwind window slightly cracked 
to prevent carbon monoxide poisan- 
ing. 

The early season 
bitter cold temperatures na- 
tionwide may indicate another 
colder-than-normal winter in the 
Midwest, said Ernest Agee, å 
science. professor at Purdue. 

“We are in the midst of a cooling 
trend that has been going on for 40 
years, and 1 would say we are not 
going to break out of it quickly,” 
Agee said. "l believe that for the 
rest of the century. we should 
expect below-normal temperatures 
and cald winters to continue over a 
large portion of the U.S." 
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Novembers were neve 


wetter than 


By Bill Gustin 
ISU Climatic Station 


November 1985 will be re- 
membered as the month when it 
rained. And then it rained. Finally, | 
it rained some more. E 

There are probably some people 
who believe that it rained on every 
day during the month. Actually, we 
received precipation, in varying 
amounts, on 20 days during Nov- 
ember, or, in other words, 2 out of 
every 3 days. The sky was overcast 
on 25 days. 

November started off in a very 
wet fashion with 1.22 inches of rain 
recorded on the 1st. On four days 
during the month, more than an 
inch of precipitation would be 


recorded. The greatest amount ' 
(3.33 inches) was recorded on Nov. ~ 


19. 

After only 0.02 inch of precipita- 
tion on Nov. 2, we experienced the 
longest precipitation-free period of 
the month, six days. At the end of 
this short dry spell the real deluge 
began. Precipitation was recorded 
on 11 consecutive days (Nov. 9-19), 
varying from a trace on the 17th to 
the culmination of the downpours 
on the 19th (3.33 inches). 

During this 11-day period 8.65 
inches of precipitation were re- 
corded. The previous record 
amount of precipitation for Nov- 
ember was set.in 1942 when 7.62 
inches of precipitation were re- 
corded. 

So, in slightly more than one- 
third of a month, the record for the 
most precipitation in any Nov- 
ember was shattered by more than 
an inch. 

The continuous rainfall during 
this period, in addition to the heavy 
rain Nov. 19, led to a rapid rise in 
the level of the Wabash River. The 
National Weather Service issued a 
flash flood warning for westcentral 
‘Indiana on the evening of the 19th, 
because of locally heavy rains of 
| that date. 

+ The Southwood subdivision was 
evacuated because of rising water, 
at least partly because of a 40-foot 
gat in a dike. In addition, a flood 
warning was issued for areas along 
the Wabash River between 
Montezuma, Ind., and Mt. Carmel, 
Ill., into December. The Wabash 
River at Terre Haute crested at 
approximately 21 feet on Nov. 23, 
more than 7 feet above flood stage. 

Total precipitation recorded at 
the Indiana State University 
Climatic Station for November was 
11.7 inches, 8.51 inches above 
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This made last month the west 
November on record, breaking the 
old record, set in 1946, by 4.08 
inches. Also, November 1985 was 
the fourth wettest month ever on 
record, the greatest was 12.58 
inches in July of 1958. 

Temperatures during the month 
were somewhat variable, but they 
paled in significance compared to 
the rainfall. The average 
temperature for November was 
45.3 degrees F, 2.3 degrees F above 
normal. This made last the 29th 
warmest November on record. 

The high temperature record for 
Nov. 18 was tied when the 
temperature reached 74 degrees. 
The low for the month was 23 on 
Nov. 21. 

The relative warmth that we 
enjoyed during the month was 
reflected in the fact that we had 
only 590.5 heating degree days. 
This meant that the amount of 
energy needed to heat our homes 
and businesses was 11 percent 
below normal But most people 
probably would have traded cooler 
temperatures for less rain. 
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Wabash Valley Ks r^ a 
brief respite from the wet Wednes- 
day, but more rain is in the forecast 
for today. 

“It’s likely we will have more 
rain moving in by late this after- 
noon," said Bill Gustin, associate 
coordinator e Indiana 
State University climatic station. 

He said he didn't expect hea 
rain, but much depends on the pat. 
of Hurricane Kate now in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

After Tuesday's heavy rains and 
warm temperatures, cold air ac- 
companied by heavy winds slid into 
the state from the west. 

Temperatures plummeted by as 
much as 40 degrees as a blast of 
wintry air swept into Indiana, 
carried by winds that topped 50 


mph. 
The cold temperatures could 
mean freezing precipitation which 


may b 
te 
fte us to "rai 


Sommünity Affairs File 


e short-lived | 


= mn 


n. 
- Gustin said the next 24 hours 
could. be critical in determining 
what happens this weekend. Much 
more rain could increase the crest 
of the Wabash River. 

Gustin said 0.52 inch of rain fell 
late Tuesday and early Wednesday, 
bringing the monthly total to 9.99 
inches. 

The National Weather Service 
continued flood warnings for the 
Wabash River through Monday. 
The Wabash is expected to crest at 
24.5 feet Thursday in Montezuma, 
at 21.5 feet Friday in Terre Haute 
and at 20.7 feet Monday in 
Vincennes. Flood stages vary from 
14 feet in Terre Haute and 
Montezuma to 16 feet in 
Vincennes. 

Meanwhile, Vigo County Civil 
Defense officials took a breather 
Wednesday as floodwaters hegan to 


Commun 


recede.- k 
"The water is coming down fro 
what it was," Director Richard 

Setliff said. _ 

He said the department ordered 
16,000 more sandbags from the 
state Civil Defense office. He said 
11,000 to 13,000 had been used in 
various flooding portions of the 
county Tuesday. 

He estimated 100 to 150 persons 
evacuated their homes Tuesday 
night because of flooding. 

Also, volunteers attempted to 
evacuate the Elm Grove mobile 
home park in North Terre Haute 
about 3 a.m. Wednesday, although 
most persons chose not to leave. 
The park was surrounded with 
floodwaters from Otter Creek. 
Volunteers had to use a boat to get 


out to residents, Setliff said. Also, 


volunteers were concerned by a 
leakage of fuel oil on the water. 
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Over the last several years, the month of December has been 
noteworthy for its extreme temperatures. For example, in 1982 
we enjoyed the 3rd warmest December on record, as the temperature 
on Christmas Day set a record high of 63 degrees F. In 1983 we 
were met by the onslaught of the coldest December on record, with 
the temperature falling below zero on 9 days, and on one of those 
days the temperature did not rise above -8 degrees F. Following 
that frigid month, in 1984 we enjoyed the 5th warmest December 
on record, with the temperature just before midnight on New Year's 
Eve reaching 61 degrees F. 


Since the temperatures were much above normal in December 1982 and 
1984, and well below normal in December 1983, one might expect 
December 1985 to be much below normal as well; in this case the 
trend held true. 


The average temperature for December 1985, as recorded at the 
ISU Climate Station, was 24.2 degrees F; which was 8.4 degrees F 
below normal. This made last month the 4th coldest December on 
record. During the course of the month the temperature fell 
below zero on 3 days, with the coldest being -5 degrees F on December 
18th. This cold temperature reading on the 18th represented the 
only record low temperature set during the month. Also, during 
last month 1265.5 heating degree days were recorded. This meant 
that during December 1985 we needed 26% more energy than normal 
to heat our homes and businesses, and 66% more than in December 1984. 


The amount of precipitation recorded at the ISU Climatic Station 
for December 1985 was 3.09 inches, which was 0.04 inches below normal. 
This made last month the 42nd wettest December on record. Despite 
the fact that snow amounts were scattered throughout the month 
in relatively minor amounts, our rainfall was not after the high 
river levels, associated with the heavy rains in November, had 
fallen over the course of the first week of December, heavy rains 
returned to the Wabash Valley. Over the course of a 3-day period 
(December 8th-10th) we received 2.46 inches of precipitation, 
amounting to 80% of the month's total. Fortunately, due to the 
freezing temperatures after this rainy period and the relative 
scarcity of precipitation, the rise in he river level was brief 
and it fell steadily, so that by the end of the month it was well 
below flood stage. The Terre Haute area also experienced 5 
episodes of snowfall, amounting to a total of 6 inches. The 
normal amount which we would expect in December is 3.7 inches. 

The greatest snow total for one storm was 2 1/4 inches, recorded 
on the 13th. 


In the area of unusual phenomena, December 1985 proved to be a 
windy month.  Windgusts reached or exceeded 25 MPH for extended 
periods of time on 7 days. Also many people who intended to 
catch a glimpse of Halley's comet were disappointed due, at 


least partially, in that overcast skies occured on 15 of December's 
31 days. 


Bill Gustin 
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No, but t 


- The weather has 2 8 been the 
most important topic of conversa- 
tion. Hot weather, cold weather, 
rain, Snow, hot sun, thunder and 
lightning, tornado and balmy 

breeze — they all affect our lives M 
some degree. 

5, . Have you heard the story of the 

o farmers who were composing 
N almanac and trying to predict 
the weather LU each day of the 

ming year? When they came to 

pe E of Sguly; one of them wanted 

down "snow." The other 

Pt that he didn't think it 
gal snow on the 4th of July. 

"[ don't think so either,” replied 

the first, “but if it should happen to 
snow that day, our almanac would 
be the only one to have predicted 
the correct weather.” 
+ The most famous weather predic- 
Hons were made by Tecumseh. He 
spoke of a great sign that would 
rome when tribal RT errie had 
been completed, when all was in 
readiness to drive the white men 
from the land. It never failed to 
awe his savage audiences. 
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Clark is Vigo 


formerly worked 
for The Terre 
Haute Tribune. 


oroth Clark 
S to The TELS. Star 


In the midst of the night, the 
earth beneath would tremble and 
roar for a long period. Jugs would 
break, although there would be no 
one near to touch them. Great trees 
would fall, although the air be 
windless. Streams would change 
their courses to run backwards, 
and lakes would be swallowed up 
into the earth and other lakes 
suddenly appear. 

The bones of every man would 
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County's official. 
historian and. 


n nad ly 4th? 


| tremble with the trembling of the 
' ground and they would not mistake 
it. No! There was not anything to 
compare with it in their lives nor 
in the lives of their fathers or the 
fathers before them since time 
began. When this:sign came, they 
were to drop their mattocks and 
flesh scrapers, leave their fields 
and their hunting camps and their 
villages and join together and move 
to assemble across the lake river 
from the fort of Detroit. 

And on that day they would no 
longer be Mohawks or Senecas, 
Oneidas or Onondagas, or any 
other tribe. They would be Indians! 
One people united forever where 
the good of one would henceforth 
become the good of all. So it would 
be! 


Well, Tecumseh was partly right 
and partly wrong. The Indians 
never did become one tribe and 
drive the white man into the sea. 
But the Great Earthquake of 1811 
did happen just as he predicted. 

His brother, the Prophet, is 
quoted as saying, ^Fifty days from 
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at's about all that didn't g 


about us. The birds will go to 
and the night creatures 
awaken and stir. Then yo 
know, as the white chief iis 
has said, that your Prophet 
been sent to you from Mon 


total eclipse of the sun, and his 
brother was using that knowledge 
to scare the Indians into believing 
that he was truly the Prophet. 

The stories of the early settlers 
of the Wabash Valley confirm the 
terrible winter of 1830, which Pes 
very cold with exceptionally de 
snows. John Lee was born in 
and came to settle with his kde d 
in 1830 in the Clinton area just — 
east of where the No. 3 Mine was 
later located. The unbroken wilder- | 
ness abounded in game and In- 

ians, hei recalled. 

The Lee family lived in a log 


cabin with one end taken up by a O \ 
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_ A year ago Christmas Eve it was. 
20 degrees below zero, and 
churches with midnight services 
were practically empty. Not only 
were people afraid of the slick 


m 


streets, they also were concern 
about cars freezing — and at 1 a.m. 
on such a night, where would there 
be any help? r 

Somewhat more than six decades 
ago, I recall a similar Christmas 
day, weather being the point in 

. question. We lived on North Eighth , 
Street near Collett Park, and it was 
a warm, bright day. I received a 
sweater, purple and white, of 
course, for Garfield. My great- 
grandmother .and I posed on the 
Steps of our front porch — me in my 
sweater and grandma in a lght 
crotcheted shawl she received for 
Christmas. 

As I recall, I also got a sled, and 
it was used once that year before 
spring. And the snow wasn't that 
heavy, but I did get one or two rides 
before the snow melted. 

In more recent years, there has 
been snow at Christmas — lots of 
snow — plenty for sledding, fort 
building, snow men, and stacks on 
parking lots 12 and 14 feet high. 
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While in high school, four of us 
built a big sled with 6-inch run- 
ners, 10-feet long. On these we 


- built a flat bed about 4-feet wide. 


In front was a wooden shield, 4-feet 
wide by 2-feet high. The towing 
rope wås attached to the runner, 

ith motor power by auto or 
ctor, back through a hole in the 


' shield. We could pull up short, or 
the rope and be free. It was 
" ^B great evening to go sledding — 
pu of course there. we 


han half the cars on the sti 


- than as now. 


. The great hills for sledding were 
Strawberry Hill, Deming Park and 
Butternut Hill. When there was 
snow, all three hills were covered 
with sleds and toboggans. 


ed Strawberry Hill was often closed at 


Center to allow the sleds to have a 
free run from Sixth Street to 
Seventh. 

Skating was a bit different, as 
there were fewer ponds available. 
Deming Park ponds were always 
crowded. Conover pond on the 
northwest side would sometimes 
freeze enough for praline, One year 
the fire department flooded the low 
Ninth and Maple corner of Collett 
Park for skating. 

Two or three winters, the old 
Memorial Stadium was flooded for 
skating. One year, we had several 
weeks, of below-freezing 
temperatures, day and night. Lake 
Wanda, west of West Terre Haute, 
froze to a depth of 20 inches. Skates 
were at a premium in those cold 
years. 

In Indiana we are, more or less, 
used to this kind of weather. 
Among we more mature adults 
(kind words meaning “elderly”), 
we'll take this kind of weather — 
saves on the ae bills. 


wy 
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huge fireplach Doors were on 
opposite sides, so they could hitch 
up the horse to a big back log and 
drag it into the cabin over the 
puncheon floor, in one door and 
through the other.This one “firing 
up” did for all day. 

His future wife, Jane C. Davis, 
came to the Clinton area with her 
father in 1824. Her memories of 
that terrible winter of 1830 were 
very similar to Lee’s. They both 
survived and were married in 1839 
and produced nine children. 

The winter of 1852 was also 
memorable for its weather. 
January dropped to 30 degrees 
below zero with snow about a foot 
deep from the 6th to the 25th with 
only a slight thaw until the 31st. 
All the small streams were blocked 
with ice. The creeks were frozen 
solid, and the Wabash and Ohio _ 
rivers were closed. 

February 1852 had a remarkably 
fine sugar season because of the 
mild days and freezing nights. 
March was memorable because of 
its extremes from summer heat to 


winter cold within a few hours, 
from five degrees to 68 degrees in 
just a short time. 

There was no plowing before 
April 27 that year, no leaves on the 
beech trees, no flowers on orchard 
trees, but the next four years 
farming was good during April. 
During May_1852 the weather was 
very cold, with drizzling rain, 
frosty nights and the heavy frosts. 
Early potatoes and corn were killed 
in the ground. 


January 1853 was quite warm, 
above freezing by noon all month. 
The roads were very bad, of course. 
January 1854 had extreme and 
sudden changes, violent thunder 
storms one day, below zero the 
next. On the 20th hailstones 
drifted in hills during a storm. 


January 1855 was long re- 
membered for its snow storms. 
Drifting snow blocked railroads in 


some places in Indiana for nearly 

two weeks. More than eight inches 

re night. And we think we 
er in 1985! 


fell in 
have w 


By Rob Shaw _ 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


| “If you don't like the weather here, just 
"weit a few minutes,” an old Hoosier 


saying goes. 

fact, 1984 was packed with a 
‘powerful punch of variety — cold 
- temperatures, snowfall, blizzard-like 
‘winds, scorching summer temperatures, 
dry months, soggy months, violent spring 
-storms and much, much more. 

The early winter months were filled 

with many ups and downs — of the 
age cM that is. 
4 ile the year started out relatively 
mild for January — temperatures in the 
"30s and 40s — it was the ninth-coldest 
uat record. A three-day cold snap 
:when the mercury plunged below zero 
highlighted the frosty weather. 
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Weather change 


February started out balmy, with 
highs in the 40s and temperatures 
nearing the 50-degree mark. The 
mercury hit 64 degrees Feb. 12. 

But the good fortune wasn't to last 
long, as å blistering winter storm 
barreled into the Wabash Valley on Feb. 
27. Between 8 and 10 inches of snow was 
dumped on the area, and then shipped 
by 45 mph winds, creating blizzard-like 
conditions. 

March continued to be snowy and cold. 
The average temperature of the month 
(36.2 degrees) was 5.3 degrees colder 
than normal. It was the eighth-coldest 
March on record. 

April, May and June featured wide 
temperature ranges, which created the 
potential — and reality — of some 
powerful spring storms that ripped 
through the area. : 

The damaging spring weather got off 
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to a roaring start April 12, when as 
many as a half-dozen funnel clouds were 
reported in the two-state area. No 
injuries were reported, but damage was 
heavy, especially in the Illinois towns of 
Toledo and Montrose. 

Then, on May 26, a twister danced 
through the tiny town of Kansas, Il., 
ripping the roof from the local high 
school and leaving residents without 
power. Trees were downed in Vigo 

ounty and other area counties. _ 

Two tornadoes ravaged Vermilion 
County, Ill, on June 22. They were 
reported in Hoopeston and Rossville. 
Once again, no injuries were reported. 

April's weather statistics from Indiana 
State University's Climatic Station show 
that April was indeed a soggy month, 
recording 6.24 inches of rainfall — 2.30 
inches above normal. | 

June 1984, on the other hand, was the 
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| died bries and third-driest on record. 


ST mmer months of July and 
Augst ere much the same as June and 
ose of 1983, with temperatures often 
soaring into the 90s and little — if any 
— rainfall gracing the crops of area 
farmers. 

As fields got dryer and dryer 
throughout the summer, farmers ke 
hoping fa for a break, and they eventuali 
got it. They hadn't otten such a brea 
in 1983, and accordingly much of that 
year's crops were wiped out by the record 
drought. The summer of '84 wasn't as 
disastrous. 

The autumn months were mostly 
the me in their weather offerings, wit 

megéury climbing and sinking as is 
the norm. Overall, the fall could be 
described as wet and cool, which pretty 
much ruined the chances for the usual 
spectacular fall foliage that graces the 


area. 
When November rolled around, it was 
time to start thinking about snow, and 
snow it did. The city's first dusting came 
Nov. 19, when less than one-haif inch. 
was dumped on the area. ingen emen 
however, did a dive and plunged near the 
zero mark. * 
The most recent winter storm hit Dec. 
5, leaving 3 inches of snow on the ground 
and hapless drivers spinning in circles. 
Christmas 1984 won't be remembered 
like that of '83, which saw the mercury 
dive to 25 degrees below zero. 
Temperatures this holiday season re- 
mained for the most part normal, with 
highs in the 30s and lows in the 20s. 
the area has been experiencing of late, 
it can’t be said it’s as interesting and/or 
challenging, : 
Here's hoping that 1985 isnt too 
challenging. j 
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By Jan Chait 
ibune-Star Staff Reporter 


Predictions of dp to six inches of 
ow by this morning sent con- 
sumers scurrying to groceries in 
| droves Wednesday to stock up on 
food. 
d “It’s a real madhouse today,” Bob 
ty, assistant manager of The 
» Kro er Co. store in The Meadows, 
said mid-afternoon Wednesday. 
Were o out of bread, milk and 


bascarts." 

Twelve ‘of 16 stores contacted 

said they were either out of or 
almost out of bread. 

"Just about the only store that 
eat pretty much assured of having 
enough bread was Baesler’s Super 
Value 1101 S. 25th St. 

- “We've got quite a bit of bread,” 

owner Robert Baesler said. "The 

fellow who orders the bread really 
| goofed up [and] we were long on it. 

If this hadn't happened, we would 
have been stuck.” 

Clark - Hammersley, owner of 
Regal Foods in Dana, said he 
ordered extra bread Tuesday when 

eard the weather forecast. But 


vs 


Grocers swamped b 
stockpiling for expected sno\ 


he reported low bread supplies by 
early Wednesday rnoon. 

Six stores contacted in Sullivan 
County said they had been out of 
bread for most of Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Many stores said the ley had higher 
than average Wednesday sales for 
everything, with City Market in 


Farmersburg reporting a run on 


soft drinks and cigarettes, as well 
as bread and milk. 

Sales tripled Wednesday after- 
noon at the Shelburn IGA and, said 
a spokesman there, "they re buying 
us out of everything.” 

The manager of Linton Red & 
White said he had an emergency 
delivery of bread Wednesday and 
expects to get another today. 

Although stores generally were 
crowded Wednesday, everyone was 
reportedly in a good mood. 

“J had to wait in line half an 
hour," said one shopper. 
"Everyone' s just laughing and fill- 
ing those carts up like nobody's 
business." 

Grocery managers appeared 
ecstatic about what one called 
Wednesday's "panic buying." 

“This is tremendous,” Lou 
Hinkle, manager of Lowell's No 
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Frills in West Terre Haute, said. 
“Boy, those weather people give 
you the business — it's the winter 
Scare again." 

Doty said business was so good 
at the Kroger store in The 
Meadows that, "I think about July 
well put out a snow warning." 

Customers in Brazil were clean- 
ing out the supermarket shelves of 
bread, eggs, milk and soup, as 
managers all noted an unusually 
hud weekday on Wednesday. 

t's more like Saturday shop- 
ping conditions," Kroger co- 
manager Rick Louderback said. He 
predicted his store would be void of 
milk, bread and eggs by day's end. 

The manager at Page's Super 
Valu said patrons were lined up to 
the back of the store all day seeking 
groceries and he had called for 
extra deliveries. 

Regular customers were pg 
more at Lawson's Travel Mart, 
Carbon, the manager said. “In- 
stead of buying one gallon of milk, 
they are buying two or three 
gallons." The store also had sold its 
inventory of bread early. — 


Tribune-Star correspondents 
contributed information for this . 
story. 
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By Charles J. Maloof 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Wabash Valley residents and 


other Hoosiers should take extra 
precautions today if they venture 
outside: A North Pole moeg ere 
has caused Ny xi ures to dip to 
perhaps — | — 15 degrees, with 
wind File —30 to — 40 degrees. 

The frigid conditions can signal 
danger of frostbite, an emergency 
medical technician for the Terre 
Haute Fire Department’s Squad 26 
said. “It’s best to stay out of the 
cold if at all possible,” he said. “But 
if you do go outside, wear several 
T of loose clothing." With such 
low wind chills, it only takes two or 
three minutes to get frostbite on 


‘uncovered skin. 


When frostbite occurs, a person 
loses normal movement of rs 


| and has numbness in the joints, the 


technician said. The frostbitten 
body parts should gradually warm 
up in room temperature; persons 

ould never use hot water for 
affected areas because skin may be 
burned by the treatment. 

Older persons should be extra 
cautious during the frigid weather 
because many have trouble with 
breathing even under more normal 
conditions, he added. 


Drivers should put an extra 


other preventive and emergency 
articles in their vehicles as precau- 
tions. 

Indiana State Police Corp. David 
Edwards said the Terre Haute post 
had five calis for help from 
passenger car drivers and several 
stalled semi-trailer truck drivers 
Saturday. 

"The semis use diesel fuel that 
jells up in cold weather and they 
are either towed away or drivers 
just leave them sit," Edwards said. 

He emphasized that motorists 
should stay with their vehicles and 
keep out of the cold weather if a 
breakdown occurs. “Keep the 
flashers on and try to flag someone 
down for help," he said. 

Dog owners also should take 
extra measures to protect their 
pets, Terre Haute Humane Society 
director Marge Dean warned. 

*A doghouse should face to the 
south and a deep layer of bedding 
placed inside," she said. "Also tack 
something across the front opening 
and run an extension cord with a 
light bulb inside to provide heat." 

Dogs can experience frostbite in 
their ears and feet and suffer from 
hypothermia, a subnormal body 
temperature. 

“If the owner can't ne ade- 
quate protection outside, then 
move ths dog indoors,” Dean said. 
Skinny dogs are especially suscep- 


blanket, clothes, flashlight and tible to the a sub-ze gro weather. P 
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Tornado ies Å 


slight damage 


DANA — A "small tornado” 
struck the U.S. Coast Guard 
Loran Station in rural 
'Vermillion County shortly 
after 11 p.m. Thursday, up- 
rooting a tree but causing no 
other damage. 


weather system that spawned 


‚high winds, thunderstorms ; 
"and heavy rain throughout the `; 


area. 
Petty Officer Andrew Davis : 
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The tornado was part of a d 


said he and a fellow officer `N 


were on duty when the storm : 


struck suddenly. 

Davis said he was on a 
routine check of the property 
when the storm blew up. He 
said he could see the tornado 
cloud drop. 

"It sounded like a loud 
vacuum cleaner,” he said. 
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Hot, hazy 


By Bill Gustin 
ISU Climatic Station 


July is generally thought of as 
being a month of hot, hazy days, 
with warm, sticky nights. 


July 1985 proved to be no «fj 


exception. On 18 of the month's 31 
days, temperatures rose above 90 
degrees F, reaching 96 degrees F on 
July 13, 14 and 29. 

During the darkness hours the 
temperature failed to fall below 70 
degrees F on 10 days. On July 14 


TERRE HAUTE, IN DIANA 


— 


LA has air conditioners were in 
use every day of the month, and 
, hat energy used to cool homes and 
-nlaces of business, as measured in 
ooling Degree Days (CDD), was 
45 percent higher than normal 


* 


tU- 
= 


70.0). 

In July:3.43 inches of precipita- 
on were recorded at the ISU 
£limatic Station; this is 1.08 inches 
“below normal. 

5 Measurable precipitation fell on 
Mine days during the month, and 
precipitation was distributed fairly 
evenly throughout the month. Rain 
ver fell on more than two 


the temperature fell to an earlys..€ONsecutive days, while the longest 


morning low of only 81 degrees F. 

| Despite these relatively warm 
temperatures, no new records were 
net. 

The average temperature for 
July 1985, recorded at the ISU 
Climatic Station, was 78.7 degrees 
F, 3.0 degrees above normal. These 
warm temperatures helped make 
last month the 22nd warmest July 
on record. 

The average daily temperature 
did not fall below 70 degrees F 
during the mont. This probably 


ry period lasted nine days, early 
in the month. The greatest amount 
of precipitation recorded for the 
month for a 24-hour period was 
0.95 inches, which fell on July 2. 

As is normally the case for July, 
last month was noteworthy for its 
lack of windiness. There were no 
periods in which wind gusts were 
sustained above 25 MPH for any 
period of time. The only major wind 
gusts were associated with the 
passage of thunderstorms. The 
strongest wind gust, 45 MPH, was 
during a storm at 1:10 a.m. July 5. 
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TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 
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- Heavy rains left water standing 
on roadways and sübmerged a 
bridge, but apparently caused little 
damage Thursday. 

A Vigo sheriffs spokesman said 
high water left a deputy stranded 
for a while on the Pimento 
Blacktop between Blackhawk and 
Pimento. High water also was 
reported on Indiana 159 near 
Blackhawk, the Carlisle Road: 
south of the Honey Creek Fire 
Department and on a road running 


Community 


r ~ 
of Prairie Creek Park. 


Affairs Fila . 


No reports of high water were 


reported in either the city or West 
Terre Haute, police spokesmen 
said. , 

Neil Hunt, who lives two miles 


north of Prairie Creek on Indiana 


63, said his rain gauge registered 
five inches in three hours. 

“1 have never seen so much rain. 
There is a branch that runs 
between our house and the barn 


Washington Township near Bowl- 


ing Green. > P Midah 
Rain but no flooding was re- 

ported in Parke and Vermillion 

counties. di oon SAG $ 


Community Affairs Fife 


REFERENCE 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


File Wead! ne CWU.) 


Frostbite; fire, outages 


Rockville, 
. North Vermillion, Southwest 


By Jan Chait 
Tribune- -Star Staff Reporter 


m 

One case of frostbite, one fire 
and some minor power outages 
were reported in counties sur- 
rounding Vigo County on Sun- 
day. However, the major task of 
the day seemed to be getting the 
car to start as sub-zero 
temperatures and wind combined 
to make the weather outside 


. resemble the Arctic more than it 


did the Midwest. 
The cold brought some good 
news for schoolchildren, though. 


_ Many places reported there'll be 


no classes today. 
Districts reporting school clos- 
included Southwest Parke, 
South“ Vermillion, 


Sullivan, Shakamak and Clay 
Community. 

A man was admitted to 
Vermillion County Hospital late 
Sunday afternoon with frostbite, 
a spokeswoman in the emergency 
room said. No further informa- 
pae was released by the hospital. 


rei a home one-half 


mile northeast of Doans on 
Indiana 58 in southern Greene 
County late Sunday afternoon. 

Larry Blackmore, assistant 
fire chief for the Richland-Taylor 
Volunteer Fire Department, said 
the fire was confined to the 
chimney area and attic of the 
single-family residence. *T don't 
know if it started from a crack in 
the chimney or not, but I think it 
did,” Blackmore said. 

Water in the 300-gallon mini- 
pumper was sufficient to put the 
fire out, and a back-up tank 
which remained at the scene was 
not needed, Blackmore said. 

The family, whose name was 
not available, planned to remain 
in the home. 

Four Brazil residents called 
police Sunday to report that their 
heat had gone off, a 
spokeswoman for the Brazil 
Police Department said. 

One person was taken to a 
friend's house, another to a 
daughter's home, and utility com- 
panies were contacted to assist 
the remaining two people. 

Short-lived power outages oc- 
curred ín Cloverland and near 


just part of winter woes 


County Line Road south of Brazil 
Saturday night in Clay County. A 
Parke County Sheriffs Depart- 
ment spokesman reported "a few 
power outages here and there; 
nothing major." . ve’ 

Perhaps the main occupation 
Sunday — in addition to keeping 
warm, that is — was trying to get 
the car to start. 

By late Sunday afternoon, 
Mike’s Motor Co. in Clinton had 
taken at least 45 calls and 
Clinton Ford Mercury Sales had 
had two wreckers on the road 
continuously since 6:30 a.m. 

A spokesman for the Sullivan 
County Sheriffs Department re- 
ported "stalled cars all over the 
place.” 

It wasn't just the citizenry who 
were having difficulties with 
their cars; law-enforcement of- 
ficials reported that their cars 
wouldn’t start, either 

Perhaps the gadda tale of : all 
came from Murl Summerville, a 
dispatcher for the Greene County 
Sheriffs Department. 

"We have seven cars," he said. 
"Three of them don't run, and the 
other four wouldn't start." 
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Bitter cold takes bite 


out of 


Y 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


MEE || ELE IRMA 

Everywhere in Vigo County on 
Sunday, the scene was the same: 
citizens were bundled up in coats, 


scarves and hats and attempted in , 


vain to get cars and trucks started 
as the arctic weather took its toll. 

Residents appealed to neighbors, 

lice and wrecker services in an 
effort to get those old and not-so- 
old jalopies running again — 
sometimes with success, 
sometimes without. 

Gradually warming 
temperatures are expected to im- 
prove conditions only slightly 
today. But not enough for Vigo 
County Schools to be in session. 

Vigo County School CM ad- 
ministrative assistant Charles 
Clark said Sunday night no classes 
would meet, including sessions at 
University School. Indiana State 
University, Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology and St. Mary-of-the- 
Woods College planned to go ahead 
with classes as of 10:30 p.m. 
Sunday. 

Some northwestern Vigo County 
residents had to go without water 
Sunday, after pipes froze between 
the wells and the treatment station 
for the Fayette Township Water 
Association, said Tom  Cundiff, 

- president. VO B 

Residents were affected in New 
Gosben and Shepardsville. 
Libe ille and Shirkieville were 

"affected, although they have 


“their own. water, system which 


normal routine 


Tribune-Star/Doug McSchooler 


Flood aftermath: Rick Gentzke of Indianapolis flooded car, 
then worked for 1% hours to get it started. 


Ave., told persons they would be 
tied up until 10 a.m. today. They 
averaged about six calls per hour, 
said owner Bob Durr. | 
Dennis Forbes, of Forbes & 
Crawford Wrecker Service, 1936 N. 
Third St., said “It’s about the worst 
I've ever seen it." They decided to 
close shop early Sunday night, with 
a backlog of about 30 to 40 calls. 
Forbes said most people wanted 
their cars jumped, rather than 
towed. He noted that only about 25 
percent of cars jumped would start. 
A spokesperson for the Vigo 
County Sheriff's Department 
estimated he received "about 10 


px se bulk ^watét^from the calls an hour” from persons who 


ayette system 

As expected, area wrecker and 
towing services had more business 
than they could handle. 

Peffley & Hinshaw Wrecker 
Service, 4404 S. Seventh St., had 
roblemswith their own trucks 
reezing, which slowed down 
service a little. “We're covered up 
— mainly tractor-trailers," said 


Linda Langer, company co-owner. 
She said they received calls from 
hundreds of persons wanting to 


have their cars started with jumper 
cables. 

By 6 p.m. Sunday, Peffley and 
Hinshaw already had 15 to 20 
tractor-trailers waiting to be 
towed. 

Early Sunday evening, Durr's 
Marathon Station, 3145 Lafayette 


couldn't get cars started and 
wanted help. 

"Half of our cars aren't running," 
said deputy Mike Anderson. 

He said they did assist quite a 
few people in getting their cars 
Started. 

In addition, the department got 
a few calls on animals bein 
stranded out in the cold. In suc 
cases, they either took the animal 
to a neighbors, or called the 
Humane Shelter. 

A few city police squad cars had 
problems with freezing, as did a 
few fire department pumpers and a 
snorkel. Cold weather was a likely 
culprit for about five false alarms, 
said Assistant Fire Chief Jerry 
Thomas. 


S 


Fire department personnel were 
also out fixing about- 25 traffic 
signals which were malfunctioning 
at intersections throughout Terre 
Haute, including ones at Fourth 
Street and Wabash Avenue, Sixth 
and Ohio streets and other loca- 
tions. 

Å small fire was quickly brought 
under control at 3220 N. 24th St., 
the home of John Pusich. Someone 
was thawing pipes in the north 
wall of the kitchen, using a butane 
torch, when the wall caught fire. 
Firefighters had to tear off part of 


the outer wall. Total damages | 


amounted. io $1,000. 


State police reported a few semi ` 


tractor-trailers stranded on the 
highways and interstates. "We've 
been checking to make sure they're 
OK," said an ISP spokesperson. 
But for the most part, all was quiet. 
“No one's going out too much." - 

The Lighthouse Mission, 1200 
Eagle St., reported a "full house" of 
those needing temporary shelter 
from the cold, said Ellis Maxwell, 
mission spokesperson. 

He estimated there were about 
seven transients staying there. - 

No trash pick-up is scheduled 
today at Terre Haute residences, 
said Greg Gibson, general manager 
of Jamax. The company will at- 
tempt to make pick-ups at com- 
mercial establishments, he said. _ 


See related stories, A3, C2. 
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Thunderstorms rumbled across the 
Wabash Valley late Thursday and early 
Friday, causing more disruption to sleep- 
ing residents than producing any serious 
problems. 

Scattered brief power outages in Vigo 
County were the result of six transformers 
being struck by lightning, said Gordon 
Ayer, service supervisor at Public Service 
Indiana. Crews began working about 
midnight to restore service to affected 
areas, he added. 

City firefighters went on several false 
alarm runs when lightning and thunder 
triggered mechanisms in ADT and firebox 
units, said Fire Chief William E. Terrell. 

Lightning bolts also played havoc in 
Parke County. Electricity was off from 11 
p.m. Thursday to 2:30 a.m. Friday in five 

kville areas. 

Å utility company spokesperson said 80 
pexcent of the problem was the destruction 
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of transformers by lightning. 

Fallen tree limbs on the U.S. 41 two 
miles south of Rockville hindered 
motorists until highway workers cleaned 
the debris, a Parke County Sheriffs 
spokesperson said. 

In Illinois, the Clark County Sheriffs 
Department was without the service of its 
computer for several hours when lightning 
struck its antenna about midnight, a. 
dispatcher said. Western Union workers 
were expected to repair the system later 
Friday. 

Also in Clark County, lightning put the 
low-band radio receiver used by Marshall | 
police out of commission. It also was | 
expected to be repaired Friday. | 

A dwelling on North Seventh Street in | 
Marshall suffered minor damage when a 
tree limb was set on fire by lightning and 
dropped on the roof. There were no 
injuries. 


